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ater charge for labor, materials, and alloy, or for 
pany 2 we. than is now made, or would hereafter be in 
de posits at the Mint, the branch Mints, or assay 
curred “New York, respectively, nor to any greater delay 
is now experienced ; and that said refining shall be 
to such regulations as the said Secretary shall deem 
= ~ id sufficient to secure the skillful aud prompt per- 
Pe ee te reof, and to prevent any loss of metal other 
on wrastage, as aforesaid. 
Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to that. 
The next amendment was to insert the follow- | 
yas an additional section: 
. 16. ind be it further enacted, That the said Secre- 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, at his discretion, to 
= » advances to be withheld on deposits of gold bullion, 
aos after the first day of January next, at the Mint, the 
b Mints, and the assay office in New York, respect- 








Sec. 


ma 


brat . . 7 
te iy unless such deposits be metal of standard fineness, 
Veit. 5 . - - . 
a  yitable for coinage without any further refining; and 


son the coinage of such deposits so refined by private en- 
a aaad and suitable for that purpose, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, at bis discretion, may charge a seignorage of not 
more than one half per centum, nor less than one fourth 
perce tum, upon the value thereof. 

Mr, FISH. The same alteration should be 
made there that was made in the former one: 
«Secretary of the Treasury’’ instead of ‘* said 
Secretary. a : 

Mr. HUNTER. I agreetothat. I believeall 
the printed amendments have now been disposed 
of. [have been directed by the Committee on 
Finance to offer several additional amendments, 
which I will send to the Secretary. 

The first was to strike out the words: 

For compensation of the officers and clerks of both 
Houses of Congress, $56,730,” 
and insert: 

For compensation of the officers, clerks, and messen- 
gers, and others receiving an annual salary, in the service 
of the Senate, $57,010. 

For compensation of the officers and clerks of the House 
of Representatives, $34,460. 

The next was in the clause ‘‘for bookg, $2,000,” | 
to strike out ** two,’’ and insert ** ten.’’ 

The next was in the clause, ‘‘ for stationery, 
$8,000;” strike out ** eight,” and insert ** fifteen.”’ 
The next was in the clause, ‘* for newspapers 

’ pay ’ 
$2,000,”’ to make it ** $2,600.” 

The next was in the clause ‘‘ for Congressional 

>» 
Globe, and binding the same, $3,000;”’ to strike 
out “$3,000,” and insert ** $65,000.”’ 

The next was in the clause ‘‘ for reporting pro- | 

P 
ceedings, $25,000;”’ to strike out ** $25,000,”’ and 
insert ** $13,000.?? 

The next was to strike out: 

Por clerks to committees and President pre tempore, 

Pr I 
draughtsman, messengers, pages, laborers, police, horses, 
and carryalls, $43,000, 

—and insert: 

Por clerks to committees, pages, police, horses, and car- 
ryalls, $30,000, 

The next was in the clause ‘‘ for Capitol police, | 
$3,500,” so as to make it read, $3,560.” 

The next was to insert: 

For compensation of the surveyor of Washington Ter- 
Mmory, aud the clerks in his office, $7,500. 

The next was in the appropriation ‘‘ for com- | 
aes of temporary clerks in the Post Office 

epartment,”’ to strike out ** $37,350,’ and insert | 
* $50,000.” 

The next was to insert: 


Por rebuilding portions of walls, and complete repairs of | 
© building of the branch mint at New Orleans, $55,000. 
The next was in the clause *‘ for compensation | 
and mileage of the members of the Legislative 
Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex." 
penses of the Assembly’? of the Territory of | 
Minnesota, to strike out * $20,000,” and insert | 
“$30,000. 7 
The next was in the following clause, to strike 
out “*ten”’ and insert ‘* six of the,”’ and strike out 
“$10,800,”? and insert ** $60,000.” 
aint mlaries 0 f ten additional clerks, authorized by the 
Avent 31 tenes August 12, 1848, March 3, 1851, and 
» 1552, $10,800, 
wae HUNTER. _ In connection with that we 
a i saat to increase the number of clerks, 
~l¢ therefore propose the following as an addi- 
tonal section: 


Sec. —. And be it 
th . urther enacted, That from and after 
* 0th Of June, 18 , in lieu of the clerks heretofore au- 
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thorized by law for the office of assistant treasurer at New 
York, he be authorized to appoint, with the approbation of 
the President, a chief clerk at a salary of 32,100; one clerk 
at $2,000 ; two clerks at $1,800 each; twocierks at $1,500 
each; one clerk at $1,200; one messenger at 3900 ; and 
two watchmen at $550 each per annum. In the case of the 
sickness or inevitable absence from his office of the assist- 
ant treasurer, he may authorize the said chief clerk to act 
in his place, and to discharge the duties required by law 
of the assistant treasurer; and in case of the death, resig 

nation, or inability to act of the assistant treasurer, the 
said chief clerk shall act as such assistant treasurer until 
the inability be removed, or said successor be appointed 
and duly qualified ; and all acts of the said chief clerk, in 
such case, shall be as valid as if performed by the assistaut 
treasurer in person. 


The next was to strike out: 


For salary of chief clerk to the assistant treasurer at 
New York, $1,600. 


—and insert: 


For clerks, messengers, and watchmen in the office of 
the assistant treasurer at New York, $13,900. 


The next was to strike out ‘* $30,500 ’’ out of 
the following clause, and insert ** $43,000:”’ 

For the annual repairs and fixtures of custom houses of 
the United States, $30,501 59, and for alterations and re 
pairs of the custom-house at Baltimore, heretofore made, 
and for rent of rooms during the repairs of said building, 
such sum as may by the Secretary of the Treasury be 
deemed reasonable and proper of said amount, not to 
exceed $5,501 59, 


The next was to insert: 


For building for the use of the United States courts at 
Pontatoc, Mississippi, $4,000 


The next was to amend the following clause: 

For salaries of fifteen keepers and twelve assistants in 
light-houses on the coast of California and Oregon, at an 
averege not exceeding $600 per annum, $16,200— 


by striking out all after the word ‘* exceeding,’ 
and inserting ‘* $800 per annum each, $21,600.”’ 


The next amendment was to insert: 

For completing light houses on the coast of California 
and Oregon, the sum of 359,434: Provided, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to pay the 
contractors for building the light-house at Point Roman, 
near Santiago, what the same is reasonably worth. 


The next was to insert: 


For outfit of the commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, 
$2,500 
~~) = 


The next was to insert: 

To enable the Secretary of State to defray the expenses 
of releasing from captivity among the Indians of Queen 
Chariotte’s [sland, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
$2,500. 

To enable the Secretary of State toreimburse to Edward 
Riddle such sums as shall be satisfactorily proved to have 
been expended by him, or to which said Riddle may havs 
obligated himself on account of his official position at the 
industrial exhibition at London, England, or so much 
thereof as shall be necessary, $26,000: Provided, That no 
portion of the payment made pro rata by contributors at 
said exhibition shall be regarded as within this appropria 
tion. 


The next was to insert: 


For salaries of registers and receivers in Oregon and 
Washington Territories, or so much thereof as may be ne 
cessary from the act of 17th of July, 1854, $9,000. 

For office rent, fuel, and labor in said office, $4,000. 

For iron safe for receiver’s books, stationary and furni- 
ture, $3,000. 


The next was to insert: 


For surveying standard, parallel, and meridian lines in 
Washington Territory, an estimated distance of five hun- 
dred miles, 310,000. 


The next was to insert: 


For office rent of the surveyor general of Washington 
Territory, fuel, books, stationary, and other incidental ex- 
penses, $5,000. 


The next was to insert the words ** of the House 
of Representatives’’ after the word ‘ resolution”’ 
in the following clause: 

For compensation to draughtsman and clerks employed | 


upon the maps of the public lands, under the resolution of 
4th May, 1848, $7,500. 


The next was to insert: 


For arrearages of necessary traveling and personal ex- | 
penses due the employees of the northeastern boundary’ 
survey during the years 1844, 1845, 1846, and 1847, $2,016. 


The next was to insert the following additional 
section: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act of the 7th of June, 1844, restricting the employment of 
inspectors, guagers, weighers, measurers, and markers in 
custom-houses to the number then in the service, as may 
be applicable to those employed in the ports of New York 
and New Orleans, be, and the same is, hereby repealed. 
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The next was to insert the following section: 

Seg. —. Ind be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 13th of June, 1853, the annual salary of the chaplains 
to Congress shall be $750, and such sum additional to that 
elsewhere provided, as may be required to pay the same to 
the 30th of June, 1855, is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwis* appropriated. 


The next was to add the following as an addi- 
tional section: 

That the President of the United States, by And with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to appoint a commissioner, at a compensation 
not exceeding 34,000 per annum, to ascertain the nature, 
character, extent, and value of all valid claims arising, in 
Washington and Oregon Territories, under the treaty with 
Great Britain of the 15th of June, 1846; and should said 
claims, Or any part thereof, be deemed of sufficient public 
and political importance to justify or require the measure, 
the President is hereby authorized to direct said commis- 
sioner to agree with the claimants and the Hudson Bay 
Company for the relinquishment of their claims on @ just 
and fair valuation, and to pay over the amount so agreed 
upon ona full and entire surrender and relinquishment of 
all rights, title, claim, interest, and demand therein and 
thereto to the United States: Provided, That none of the 
land acquired under this section shall be subject to preémp- 
tion, but shall be sold at public auction, unless in cases 
where, in the opinion of the commissioner, the sum paid 
for any particular parcel or piece shall be less than a fair 
price therefor, to be ascertained by the commissioner afore- 
said, said sales to be made for cash, and at such times and 
places, and with such postponement as may be directed by 
said commissioner; and for carrying into effect the provis- 
ions of this act, in case of purchase, a sum not exceeding 
300,000 is hereby appropriated: Provided, Thatthe amount 
to be patd for all said claims, right, and interest shall not 
exceed the sum herein appropriated; and for defraying the 
expenses of the commission, the further sum of ——— dol- 
lars is hereby appropriated, payable out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That in ease it should 
be deemed expedient to sell said lands and improvements 
made, or any part thereof, the President shall be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, on the extinguishment of the title as 
aforesaid, to direct the commissioner to take possession of 
the same for and in the name of the United States, and to 
lease the same on the terms and conditions, and for such 
sum as he may deem proper and right, subject, however, 
to sale, when, in his opinion, it may be proper, after the 
United States surveys have been extended over the same. 


Mr. WELLER. I ask that it may lie over. 
It will require explanation, in my judgment, before 
it can be adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. This amendment is reported 
on the recommendation of the Secretary of State. 
He had it prepared and sent it down to us. With 
it there were voluminous papers for the purpose 
of showing that there was a necessity to act at 
once. The Hudson Bay Company and the Pu- 
get’s Sound Company have certain rights under 
the Ashburton treaty. They are coming into 
conflict with the rights of our Government, and 
the people to some extent; and it is supposed that 
now is a favorable time for closing the matter, 
and to purchase out their rights. There is a limit 
in the section that it shall not exceed $300,000. 
It used to be a demand for something like a mil- 
lion. There is a statement in the papers which 
will be found accompanying this item, of claims 
set up by the company, and the Secretary of 
State thought it was desirable that the appropria- 
tion should be made and authority given at once 
to treat with them, and in that 1 believe the Com- 
mittee on Finance unanimously concurred. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California insist on his objection? ~ 

Mr. WELLER. I do not desire to interpose 
objection to the action of the Senate upon it, but 
it is a very important matter, and it is the first 
time I have received any information that it was 
proposed to act upon that subject at this session 
of Congress. The amendment had better go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 
passed over. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have now offered all the 
amendments from the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Before the Senator from 
Virginia concludes, 1 desire to have .ome expla- 
nation in respect to the Riddle amendment, ap- 
propriating twenty odd thousand dollars for the 


| expenses of his visit to the London Exhibition. 1 


| passed over. 


want that amendment excepted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 
The Chair wishes to say that there 
is an amendment, reported from the Committee on 


) Finance, whith was passed over at the suggestion 
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of the Senator from lowa, commonly called the 
Wasehington city water amendment. 
comes up for the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I understand that the Sen- 
stor from Virginia did not desire to press a vote 
to-day on the contested amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. [am willing, if itis the sense 
of the Senate, to let all the controveited amend- 
be passed by for the present, and go on 
with those about which there is no dispute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If that is the 
sense of the Senate, that course will be pursued, 
and the amendments excepted will not be acted 
upon until they are subsequently called up. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Is it in order for me 
to move am amendment to the bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I wish, then, to move 
an amendment to the fourth that it 
shall read: 


mente 


section, 80 


That the captain of pohee of the Capitol shall receive 
the same compensation that is now paid to the postmaster 
of the Senate; and to each of bis a 
pensaiios a8 is paid to the messengers attending at the 
prinei pal doors of the Benate, 


stants the same com 


It is Known that the special committee reported 
some time since a resolution in regard to the offi- 
cers of the Senate, which the Senate adopted almost 
unanimously. The object of my amendment is to 
grive to the captain of the Capitol police precisely 
the same pay which that resolution gives to the 
Senate’s postmaster, which is $1,750; and to each 
of his assistants the sum that is paid to the mes- 
at the door of the Senate. I ask the Senate 
to consider the relative duties of the two. Some 
of the police of the Capitol are required to be 
ubout at all times, in charge of all the valuable 
property of the Senate. I trust there will be no 
objection to giving them an increase of salary. 

Mr. CASS. How much do they receive at 

rresentr 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 1 answer that the as- 
sistant police receive $1,300 per annum. The 
messengers et our receive $1,500. My 
proposition is to give to the police, who are on 
duty day and night, whether it is fair or stormy, 
the sum that we give to the men who stand atthe 
doors 

Mr. PRATT. How many of them are there? 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Four. 

Mr. TOOMBS, It would be very well to in- 
quire whether the pursuing of this course is not a 
little unreasonable. The argument here appears 
to be, that because the salaries of some have been 
raised, we should take the others up. Now, sir, 
I know very well that all these employees, in both 
Houses, get more than the Representatives of the 
people do; and the compensation of all of them is 
exceedingly liberal, not to say exorbitant. 


‘he amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer the following amend- 
ment: 


sengers 


doors 


For revision of the revenue laws already made, and the 
report showing the changes and alterations therein, $5,000. 
That is according to the estimate of the Treas- 
ury Department. Ten thousand dollars were 
originally appropriated. By a mistake of the en- 
grossing clerks it failed to go into the bill. The 


Senate passed a bill at this session, appropriating | 


$10,000. We sent it to the House, and they 
struck out $5,000. The Senate concurred. The 
Secretary has now sent in the revenue laws, but 
he has not furnished a statement of what the re- 
vision consists in. This is to enable him to carry 
out the original proposition, and it was estimated 
for by him. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I propose further to amend, 
by striking out the words, ‘‘for the salary of the 
Consul at Beirout, $500,’ and insert— 


That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby created a 
cousul general with a salary of $2,000 per annum from the 
Ist of July, 1853. 


ated forthe salary of the said consul. 


That is in accordance with the recommendation 
and estimate of the Secretary of State. 
here by me. The Senator from Michigan [{Mr. 


Cass] knows very well what the duties of the con- | 


sul there are. He is clothed with judicial as well 
as consular powers. The amendment proposes to 
give him the title of consul general for social and 
political reasons. It is recommended by the De- 


That now | 


The said consulate shall comprehend 
both Syria and Palestine, and $4,000 is hereby appropri- | 


I have it | 
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partment. The Senate passed a bill last year to 
that effect, and it was then recommended by the 
Secretary of State, and has been so for the last 
four years. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
better go over. 

It was passed over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am also directed to offer 
the following amendment: 


[ think that amendment had 


For life-boats and other means of rendering services to 
shipwrecked mariners and others on the coast of the United 
States, to be expended by the Massachusetts Humane So 
ciety, under the direction of the Secretary of the ‘l’reasury, 
£10000, 


Mr. PRATT. Let that lie over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iam also directed to move to 
amend the clause ‘for the relief and protection of 
American seamen in foreign countries, $125,000,”’ 
by inserting after the word ** seamen’’ the words 
‘Sand seamen belonging to American vessels.”’ 

Mr. TOOMBS. Let that lie over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Lalso propose the following 
additional section. 

Sec. And be it further enacted, That the county of 
EE) Paso, in the State of ‘Texas, and the Territory of New 
Mexico, be, and they are hereby, made a collection district 
by the name of Paso del Norte, and Frontira shall be the 
place or port of delivery in said district; and a collector 
shall be appointed to reside thereat, with such other officers 
as shall be necessary, and the compensation of the collector 
shall be $2,000 per annum, including the fees of his office. 

Mr. WELLER. That had better go over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to make a single ex- 
planation in regard to it, and | think when 1 
make it there will be no objection to it. ‘There is 
a necessity for it which will, | think, induce every 
Senator to give his assent to it. There is no rev- 
enue officer in New Mexico, and it is in evidence 
before the committee that there are from $100,000 
to $300,000 of Mexican goods annually imported 
into that ‘Territory from the road through El 
Paso, ina corner of Texas, that being the point 
through which the road passes. The Senate has 
passed a biil,and it has gone to the House, creat- 
ing a district according to the terms of this section. 
Chere is no prospect, probably, that the House 
will reach it at this session, and it now resolves 
itself into a question of economy whether we will 
place a revenue officer there who will collect 
$20,000 or $40,000 a year, or leave it subject to no 
revenue laws. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object to it. The people 
there are in a God-forsaken country anyhow, and 
lam perfectly willing that they should take these 
goods. 

Mr. PEARCE. The Committee on the Library 
have directed me to move to amend the bill by in- 
serting: 

To enable the Joint Committee on the Library of Con- 
gress to replace the seventh volume and atlas of the explor 
ing expedttion, destroyed by the burning of the library, and 


the plates and other property destroyed by fire in Philadel- 
phia, including the binding, $9,002 75. 


Mr. GWIN. Let that go over. 

Mr. PEARCE. IftheSenator will allow me to 
make a brief statement, I think he will! not object 
to it. We have lost, by the burning of the library, 
twenty-three copies of this seventh volume, and 
of course we have imperfect sets. All the plates 
have been destroyed by fire in Philadelphia, and 
a number of the charts have been also destroyed. 
We desire to have them replaced, and this amend- 
ment proposes to make an appropriation which 
will replace them. 

Mr.GWIN. Ishould prefer to have it go over. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
amendments embraced in the eleventh and twelfth 
sections may go over. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. What is the subject-mat- 
ter of them? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. They give addi- 
tional officers or servants to the President. 

The PRES|DING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
state that these amendments were offered from the 
Finance Committee, and were not objected to, but 
were agreed to by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I objectto them. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
thinks it is too late. 

Mr. WELLER. [I apprehend the Senator can | 


! 
| 


demand a vote upon them when we get into the | 


Senate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChairan- | 


| nounced at the time that ifthey were not objected 


| 


| to, without any question being taken upon them, 


they would be considered as agreed to. 


| 


E. 


| Mr. WELLER. We are now in cn,..; 
“_ nae a the amendments are rope 
to the Senate, the Senator from T 
mand a vote upon them. jm Keneennee can de. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
an the Senate. 

Mr. TOOMBS, This is a very sho 
of disposing of the appropriation bill 
erly go into committee upon them. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 will 


—————S=—_—— July 22, 


bill is noy 


rt-hand wa 
8. We gen, 


make the 
hich the 


proper to 


motion to reconsider the vote by w 
were agreed to, if I can. 
do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Th 


reconsider will be entered. 
I move to amend the following 


I think it is 


€ Motion to 
Mr. GEYER. 


proviso in the bill: 


‘* Provided, That none of the moneys, appropriated 
this act for any custom-house or marine hospital, sh 7 
used or applied for the purpose mentioned until a pd 
title to the land for the site of such building, in caak valid 
shall be vested in the United States, and until the 3 

| whieh such building is to be completed shall in din 

| and in a manner that shall bind such State 
surrender to the United States jurisdic 
such building. 


ase, 
late ig 

form, 
» Felease ang 
ON Over the sije of 


By striking out the words, * and until the State 
in which such building is to be completed, shall in 
due form, and in a manner that shall bind such 
State, release and surrender to the United States 
jurisdiction over the site of such building.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

| Mr. GEYER. I| move the same amendment 
to the clause in relation to the custom-house at 
Richmond, Virginia. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I propose to amend the bil 
by inserting the following: 

For rebuilding the custom-house at Portland, Maine, 


including accommodations for a post office and rooms for 
the United States courts, $290,000. 


That has been estimated for by the Department 
and has passed the Senate. It was omitted in 
the other House by mistake. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 can only say, in regard to 
these new custom-houses, that they met with 
great difficylty in this appropriation bill, in the 
other House; and | feel it my duty, at least s0 
far 1 can, to resist the additional appropriation for 
custom-houses upon it. Those that have been 
commenced, and are partly completed, of course 
must be carried out; but this is not one of that 
class. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is to rebuild the custom. 
house which has been burnt. ‘There has been an 
appropriation for it. It certainly comes within 
the same class as those which are to be completed. 

Mr. HUNTER. Noappropriation for rebuild- 
ing it has ever been made. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It passed the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. Not the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then it does not come in the 
class of those for which appropriations have been 

| made. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There has been a building 
there sanctioned by law for this very purpose, and 
this appropriation Is to restore that Crain which 
has been burned down. It would have passed the 

| House but for a mistake, it not being offered at the 
proper time. I have an amendment including 4 
variety of new custom-houses to offer. | sup 
posed the Senator would oppose that, but I did 
not suppose that he would resist this, It is ree- 
ommended unanimously by the Committee on 
Commerce, and is estimated for and recommended 
by the Treasury Department. 

Mr. CASS. ‘I do not see why, if we have the 

roper estimate for this, it should not be inserted 
Com 1 observe one provision in the bill providing 
| for the purchase of a tract of land. Why, thea, 
should we be precluded from putting in such 
| case as this? i 
| Mr. HUNTER. There has been a previous 
appropriation for that, but it was not sufficient 
complete it. ; 

Mr. CASS. In some way the previous appr 
priation went into the appropriation bill. Now, 
why should we stop with this matter? I do net 
see any reason in the world for it. The simple 
question is, whether the appropriation 18 correct; 
and we should act upon it without reference to the 
preceding appropriations. I know myself there 
are ‘many places in the country where custom: 
houses should be erected. It does not require ® 
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-) ate determination; but if it is fortified by a 
ee poy the Treasury Department, stating its 


re { would put it in; if not, | would not 


ne essilys 
ritin. a 

PY es FESSENDEN. I trust the Senator from 

a: , will withdraw his objection to this 
. ‘This matter came up upon the de- 


yendment. : 
* ow bill, and was debated, and was voted to 
‘| asan amendment, by a very large major- 
The Senator then stated that he should have 

i, but he yielded to the necessity of the 
Here is a building burnt. Within it was 
the eustom-house and the court-house, and by its 
cs - all these various departments of the Gov- 
ant in Portland have been turned out of 
ors. Under such circumstances, the Senate put 
.npropriation in the deficiency bill by a large 


oe at 


ha 
} 
ectet 


e. 


the 


“ 1a net see, now, very well, how the Senator 
can say that this ought not to go into this appro- 
nriation Dill. We have lost one year, and if it is 
»ot putin here, we shall lose another, before the 
appropriation can be made. Now, sir, under 
shege circumstances, thetechnical objection which 
she Senator from Virginia makes, strikes me as 
really unkind. It is true that there has been no 
particular appropriation to rebuild the custom- 
house, yet it is a work authorized by law. A 
wha been passed heretofore, making an ap- 
propriation to build the custom-house, but it has 
heen burned down, and it is a recognized matter; 
and certainly an appropriation in this bill to re- 
build it is not objectionable. There is not a sim- 
ilar case in the whole country; and when the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury has recommended it, and 
sent us the estimate, and the Committee on Com- 
merce have unanimously recommended it, I hope | 
the amendment will be sustained, and that no 
Senator will object to it. 

Now, under these circumstances, will not the 
Senator from Virginia, and all other Senators, 
after making such liberal appropriation for almost 
every object that can be mentioned—certainly 
without any objection on our part—allow us to 
have a building at some time or other, and to be- 
gin it within a reasonable time, so that the objects 
of the Government in our city can be accom- 
plished ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I find, orooking at the bill 
as itcame to us from the House, that it contains 
an appropriation for the purchase of a site for a 
custom-house at San Francisco. That is all very 
well, [t meets my approbation, and will receive 
my vote. I find, also, that the Commitiee on 
Finance have recommended an appropriation to 
build a custom-house on that site. Now, I ap- 
peal to the chairman of the Committee on Fi. 

nce why we, when we now own the site on 
which to erect this building, should not stand as 
well as the people at San Francisco, when there 
is an appropriation in the bill to buy a site there, 
and that is followed up by the Finance Commit- 
tee with an appropriation to erect a building. | 
think the Senator ought, at least, to be willing, 
when weown the site, that we should stand on 
quite as good terms as if we had an appropriation 
in the bill to buy one. 

Mr. HUNTER. The San Francisco case stands 
ona little different footing, for there was a previ- 
ous appropriation. I perceive, however, that this 
amendment does stand on a somewhat different 
ground from what I supposed, as it is to replace a 
building which has been burn, down. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 do not see that there can | 
¢ any objection whatever to thisamendment. It 
s either necessary to have a collection district at | 
this place, or itis not. If itis necessary to have | 
& collection district, we must havea custom-house 
there, and if we have not got a custom-house 
element build one. If there be no revenues 
auatie | ere, and be no necessity for a collection 

ty let us repeal the law establishing it. So | 
i " idee customs received there, we must 
tee ae ing. If the old building has been 
eens ny, ptt build a new one. This 
ican re to be very clear, It is a matter of 
imei mportance to me whether this bea new 
a whether or an old one. The only question 
eines : Is necessary to havea building there 
mets ae prea the business of the Govern- | 
whines ean is necessary, | am willing to vote 

M, aun will accomplish that object. 

ar. NTER. I withdraw my objection. 
® amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. HAMLIN. I am further directed by the | 
Committee on Commerce to offer an amendment, 
to come in after the appropriation for the purchase 
of a site for a custom-house at Providence, Rhode 
Island. The amendment is to insert: 


And the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to contract for the construction of a 
custom. house on said site, to include accommodations for 
a post office and United States court room, at a cost not 
exceeding $200,000. 


The bill now contains an appropriation for the 


| purchase of a site at Providence, but it confers no 


authority upon the Secretary of the Treasury to 
erect a building. The amendment gives that 
authority, and it is limited within the estimates 
furnished by the Treasury Department, which | 
have by me. 

Theamendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. By direction of the same 
committee, | now offer an amendment, containing 
two additional sections, which contain provisions 
for the erection of new custom-houses in a variety 
of places all overthe Union. The amendment i: 
to add the following additional sections : 

Sec. —. Be tt further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to cause to be constructed the followiug buildings: 

At Elisworth, Maine, for the accommodation of the cus 
tom house and post office, a building of brick with fire- 
proof floors, constructed of iron beams and brick work, 
iron roof, shutters, sills, &c., twenty-five feet by thirty, and 


twenty-live feet in height from the foundation, to cost not 
more than S10,000. 


At Belfast, Maine, for the accommodation of the custom 


| house and post office, a building of like materials, forty five 


feet by thirty two and thirty-two feet high, and to cost not 


} more than $20,000, 


At Gloucester, Massachusetts ; 


Toledo, Ohio; Burting- 
ton, Vermont, and Sandusky 


, Ohio, for the accommodation 
of the custom-house and post office, a building of like 
materials, sixty feet by forty five feet and thirty two feet 
from the foundation, and to cost not inore than 340,000 for 
each building. 

At Milwaukie, Wisconsin, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house, post office, and United States courts, a 
building of like materials, sixty teet by forty-five feet, forty 
eight feet in height from the foundation, to cost not 
than 890,000, 

At New Haven, Connecticut; Newark, New Jersey; 
Butlaio, New York; Oswego, New York ; Wheeling, Vir 
gina; Chicago, Illinois; and Detroit, Michigan, each for 
custom house, post office, Uni 
ted States courts, and steamboat inspectors, a building of 
stone, of like flours, beams, roofs, shutters, &c., eighty 
five feet by sixty feet, sixty feet in height from the founda- 


more 


|} fon, tO COst not more thaw sss,000 tor each building lhe 


building at Detroit to be erected upon a water lot belonging 
to the United States. 

At Galveston, ‘lexas, for the accommodation of the cus- 
tom-house, post office, and United States courts, a building 
of brick, of like floors, beams, root, shutters, &c., forty 
five feet, by seventy feet, forty eight feet high from the 
foundation, with a portico on two sides, and to cost not 


| more than #100,000, 


At Petersburg, Virginia, for the accommodation of the | 
custom house and post office, a building of stone, of like 
floors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., sixty feet by forty five 
feet, thirty-two feet high from the foundation, to cost not | 
more than g62,000, 

Sec.—. ind be it further enacted, ‘That the several 
sums mentioned in the preceding section of this act, as the 
cost of the buildings therein authorized to be constructed, 
together with ten per cent. thereon, to cover the compen 
salon of architects, superintendents, advertising, and other 
contingent expenses, aud so much as may be required to 
purchase suitable sites for said buildings, be, and the same 
are hereby, appropriated for the purposes aforesaid, out of 
any money in the Treasury not oiherwise appropriated : 
Provided, That no money hereby appropriated shall be 
used or applied for the purposes mentioned, until a valid 
title to the land for the site of such building, in each case, 
shall be vested in the United States, and until the State 
shail also duly release and relinquish to the United States | 
the right to tax, or in any Way assess said site, or the prop 
erty of the United States that may be thereon, during the | 
time that the said United States shall be or remain the} 
owner thereof. 


Mr. HUNTER objected to the consideration of | 
the amendment. 

Mr. PEARCE. It is evident that we cannot 
consider such a large amendment now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suggest that the amendment already stands over 
on an objection interposed by the Senator from 
Virginia. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then the hour of three o’clock 
having almost arrived, | move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator withdraw the motion for a moment, to allow 
the Chair to present a message from the President 
of the United States? 

Mr. PEARCE. Certainly. 

CAPE FEAR RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 


Senate the following message from the President 
of the United States: 


bs 


enn ee 


E. 


To the Senate of the United States : 

I have this day given my signature to the act making fur 
ther appropriation for the improvement of the Cape Fear 
river, North Carolina. The occasion seems to render it 
proper for me to deviate from the ordinary course, of ane 
nouncing the approval of bills by an oral statement only ; 
and, for the purpose of preventing any misapprehension 
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which might otherwise arise from te phraseology of this 
act, to communicate in writing, that my approval is given 
Lo 10@MH the ground that he obstructions which the proposed 
appropriation ts intended to remove, are the result of acts 
of the General Government. FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 

ry “ ~ s 

The Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, July 22, 1854. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 


Prayer 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER appointed the following mem- 
bers as the select committee to investigate the 
charges made against the honorable Tuomas H. 
Barty: Messrs. Wirre, of Pennsylvania; Smire 
Mtiver, of Indiana; Hitt, of Kentucky; Suower, 
of Maryland; Wattey, of Massachusetts; Joun- 
son, of Ohio; and Rogers, of North Carolina. 


LAWS OF OREGON. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the lerritory of 
Oregon, transmitting the Journals and laws of the 
Legislative Assembly of that Territory; which, 
with the accompanying documents, was referred 
to the Committee on Territories. 

REFERENCE OF A SENATE RESULUTION,. 

Mr.SOLLERS. lLask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up a Senate joint resolution 
for the purposeof having it referred. 

There being no objection, Senate joint resola- 
tion ‘in relation to surgeons’ mates of the A rmy 
of the Revolution, was taken from the table, read 
a first and second nme by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. EDGERTON. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to report from the Committee 
of Claims sundry Senate bi The committee 
report them with a recommendation that they do 
not pass. I ask that they may be referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
reports, printed. 

Chere was no objection, and Senate bills of the 
following titles were reported from the Committee 
of Claims: 

No. 52. An act for the relief of Mary E. D. 
Blaney, widow of the late Major George Blaney; 

No. 176. An act for the relief of John P. McEI- 
derry; 

No. 279. 
Miller; 

No. 165. An act for the relief of Lieutenant A. 
G. Williamson; 

| No. 109. An act for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Danie! Loomis, deceased; 

No. 369. An act for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of the late Colonel John Anderson; and 

No. 290. An act for the relief of Rulif Van 
Brunt. 

Mr. EDGERTON. My motion is, that they 
be referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
with a recommendation that they do not pasa. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. Will it not be 
better to have them laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed? It seems to me that that 
is the proper course, and that it will be much 
better than to lumber up our Calendar in Com- 
mittee of the Whole with them. 

The SPEAKER. It will be for the House to 
decide. 

Mr. JONES. I move, then, that the bills do lie 
upon the table, and, with the reports, be printed. 

“Mr. EDGERTON. I would be very much 
| obliged to the gentleman from New York if he 
would withdraw his motion, and allow the bills to 
take the direction recommended by the committee. 
| In some of these cases there has beena difference 
of principle between the Committee of Claims in 
the House and the Committee of Claims in the 
| Senate, and it is but fair to the claimants that the 
| matters should be discussed in Committee of the 
Whole. It seems to me, therefore, a matter of 
propriety that these bills should take the course 
recommended by the Committee of Claims. 
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Mr. JONES. The statement of the chairman | of the New York Temperance Alliance in refer- | bers of the committee have be 
of the Committee of Claims makes the case all | ence to the prohibition of the sale of intoxicating good deal. The report relates 
the stronger. I am willing to abide by thedecision liquors in Washington, and to move thatthereport temperance societies praying an amendment got 
of the Hlouse committee; and I therefore adhere | be ordered to be printed. city charter of Washington, so as to os ot 0 
to my motion. ’ Mr. SMITH, of New York. 1 move that the corporation power absolutely to prohibit the that 
The question was taken; and the motion to lay | report on the memorial of the New York Alliance | 6f intoxicating liquors. The Judiciary Condin. 
upon the table was not agreed to. just made, be recommitted, withinstructionstothe have madean adverse report upon these memo on the 
The bills were then referred to a Committee committee to reporta bill which shall clothe the | upon the distinct ground that the present cha,” the 
of the Whole House, and, With the report®Por- | city of Washington with express and ample pow- | as amended, confers such power. am, 
dered to be printed. - ers to limit the traffic of intoxicating liquors at Mr. HOUSTON. Noone objects to ther an’ 
Mr. EDGERTON, from the Committee of | all places within its bounds; and on this motion! _ of the gentleman from Maryland being withd — 
Claims, reported adversely on the following cases; || propose to make some remarks. A Memper. I object. rawn, 
which were ordered to lie upon the table, and be Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I did not yield The SPEAKER. There is objection 
printed: the floor for any such purpose, and | do not think |, it by a gentleman to the left of the Cha 
Memorial of Christopher Gill, forcompensation || that the gentleman has any right to discuss this _ report isin the possession of the House 
for personal damages while on service in the Con- || question now. tion has been made to recommit it. It is not eo ha’ 
gressional Library; The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the Chair _ petent, therefore, for the gentleman from Maryland an 
Petition of John Robinson; to know what understanding has been made be- |, to withdraw his report, unless by unanimous ey, 
Petition of Edward H. Herbert, asking payment | tween gentlemen on the floor. The Chair does || sent. a4 
of a balance claimed for timber delivered to the | know that the gentleman from Tennessee yielded Mr. HENN. Isitin order for menow 
United States; to the gentleman from Maryland, who, being to reconsider the vote by which the rep 
Petition of William Brown, for pension and | regularly recognized, reported, by unanimous con- | received? 
compensation for losses sustained in the war of | sent, adversely on the memorial which has been The SPEAKER. It would be in order if th | 
1812; indicated. The gentleman from New York [Mr. | gentleman from Iowa had got the floor for a the 
Petition of Captain Henry Eagle, for the return | Smiriu]) rose, and moved to recommit the report such purpose. The gentleman from New York of 
to him of certain money stolen from him which | with instructions. {Mr. Smiru] is on the floor to speak to his mo. 
he paid into the United States Treasury, and since Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it in order to | tion, and the Chair has decided that he is entitled 
retained by the Government out of the pay of the | move instructions? to it. 
thief; The SPEAKER. It is in order. Mr. ORR. Will the gentleman from Tennes. rej 
Petition of James Van Horn; and Mr. HUNT. Lask my friend from New York, | see [Mr. Smirn] be entitled to the floor when this S 
Petition of Robert Lanham, for bounty land and | as a favor, to allow this claim to be considered | matter shall have been disposed of? | 
compensation for losses in the Florida war. now. The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. || TheSPEAKER. That will depend upon the up 
FAVORABLE EEPORTS. Siri] had the floor, but, through his politeness | gentleman from Tennessee himself, and be forthe ve 
Mr. EDGERTON, from the same committee, | 20d kindness, he has seemingly lost it. I hope, | Speaker to determine. The gentleman has po 
reported back bills and a resolution of the fol- under such circumstances, and considering that right at all to the floor more than any other mem- lar 
lowing titles, with the recommendation that they | this claim affects forty of my constituents in their _ ber. the 
do pass; which were referred to a Committee | possession of land, which they have held for Mr.ORR. Tunderstand that the gentleman from pr 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- | Ninety-nine years, that the gentleman from New Tennessee yielded the floor temporarily to the ; 
ing reports, ordered to be printed: York will accede to the first favor I have ever | gentleman from Maryland, and is therefore enti. = 
S$. No. 410. Anact forthe relief of James Dixon. || asked at his hands. tled to it after the gentleman from Maryland has 
S. No. 342. An act for the relief of William The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman | attained his object. or 
Darby; from New York may be postponed by unanimous The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten. 
g. No. 274. An act for the relief of Levi Price | consent, if it be the pleasure of the gentleman and |, nessee was recognized by the Chair. The gentle. 


en importuned - 
to memorials of dis 
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and Andrew Hodge, jr.; the House. | man from Maryland rose, and appealed to him to : 
S. No. 278. An act for the relief of Henry La Mr. SMITH. There may be some person at || give way till he could make a report from hiscom- = 
Reintrie; | that time who would object. If I could have the || mittee. The gentleman from Tennessee complied 
S. No. 362. An act for the relief of Asa An- | floor on Monday or Tuesday, | am entirely willing || with the request. The report of the gentleman 


drews: | to waive my right to it now. Although every || from Maryland was presented, and then thegen- os 
S. No. 193. An act to provide compensation | person here may be in favor of my having the || tleman from New,York [Mr. Smiru] moved tore. 
for the services of George Morrell in adjusting | floor at this time, yet there may be persons present || commit. That is the history of the matter; and 
titles to land in Michigan; and at some other time who would object to consid- || the géntleman from New York, under the rulesof 
House resolution for the relief of James W. || ering this matter. ; the House, is entitled to the floor on his motion, a 
Nye. The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent, an Mr. HUNT. If the honorable gentleman from 
Mr. E. also, from the same committee, re- || arrangement may be made which will prove sat- || New York will give way for five minutes this bill 
ported a bill for the relief of Mr. G. Smith; which | isfactory to all parties. Is it the unanimous con- || will be passed. It has received the unanimous 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- | ae the oe re _ —— ee ae of the Senate. There is nothing in itfor 
erred to a Committee of the Whole House, and mit the report be postponed, and considered on the isputation. s sas 
Renae siataapabaten report, eee to id morning of Monday next? : || The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire : 
printed. Mr. FAULKNER. I would suggest Tuesday. || whether or not there be objection to the postpone. a 
THE FLEURIAN CLAIM. Mr. MAY. [ wish to say that the gentleman | ment of the further consideration of this motion to i 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. There is in the | from Tennessee [Mr. Smirn] yielded me the floor | recommit. 
Committee of the Whole, Senate bill (No. 103) | for the purpose of presenting that report. Hav- || "Mr. HOUSTON. I object. ’ ' di 
*‘ confirming a certain land claim in Louisiana, || "8 40"€ 8°, I supposed it would be printed. The The SPEAKER. Then the Chair recognizes 
known as the Fleurian claim.”’ which I desire to || eatieman from. Tenressee claims the floor, and | the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Smit. th 
5 haion dhe Eledens. in ender thet ii mene out || °** entitled to it. If the fact that he consented || Mr. EDGERTON. I rise to a question of or- P. 
Se a we. Iban h I hay y t t, || to my presenting the report has embarrassed him || der. My question of order is this: that thisbeing hi 
- peeve. : e went at I sgaksagd re ~ in his right toa hearing and consideration of the | private bill day, it requires a vote of two thirds of 
a aa wre pra cang cast ean |, bill which he proposes to eat and it be a | the cae to consider any other business than pri- P, 
; ’ . < - || petent for me now to withdraw the report, I beg || vate business. = ‘ F 
2 cr aang ert herbert . MTHeSPEAKER. ‘the point of oer rind I 
Saat hill, ob thet it. mey he taken up and passed. || The SPEAKER. The report is in the posses- || the gentleman from Ohio is overruled, on the 
> y oe F * || sion of the House. ground that, by unanimous consent, the report it 
Mr. KERR. I make no objection to the gen- || Mr, MAY. Can I not withdraw it by unani- question was presented to the House by the get h 
tleman’s Pe aoa but I would like that he |) mous consent ? _tleman from Marydand. This sets aside all the - 
would yield me the floor to report back a bill from | The SPEAKER. The gentleman can effect | rules of the body, and places the gentleman from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, in order that it | his object in that way. | New York on the floor to make his speech. This la 
may be referred. ; | Mr. MAY. L trust, then, the unanimous con- || is the history of practice under the rule. th 
Mr. SMITH. I yield to the gentleman for || ont will be given, and opportunity afforded me || Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I suggest thet a 
that purpose. .. | at some other time to make the report. | the motion of the gentleman from New York 0 in 
a ERR, from the Committee on the Judici- || “The SPEAKER. The Chair was about to || postponed by unanimous consent. ac 
set i Ameer ipei wath. reported back Senate |) state a proposition made by some gentleman upon || The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) That has been 
bill (No. 239) entitled ** An act for the relief of Syl- || iy, floor, that the motion to recommit the report || objected to by the gentleman from Alabama, Mr. di 
So pase, nid bill ees | be postponed until Monday or Tuesday of next | Hovston.] “ii a 
, OF || week. | Mr. WASHBURN. I mean that that m 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying || yr. E]OUSTON. To be considered in the || be postponed until after the proposition of th br 
report, ordered to be printed. morning hour ? } gentleman from Tennessee shall have been di* of 
TEMPERANCE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. | TheSPEAKER. It would come up at that || posed of. That matter will take but ten ae C; 
Mr. MAY. By the permission of the gentle- | time, if the unanimous consent of the House is || for consideration; and the gentleman from a It 
man from Tennessee, I ask the unanimous con- || given. || York will then have the right which he has ni th 
sent to make a report from the Committee on the || Mr. HOUSTON. I am against taking it out | Mr. HOUSTON. I have objected to van fre 
Judiciary. | of the morning hour. See || tion; and when I object toa thing, I do not ig it | 
Mr. SMITH. I yield for that purpose. | Mr. LETCHER. Whatisthe report? —_—|| withdraw such objection. coed | 
Mr. MAY. Iam instructed by the Committee Mr. MAY. It is the report of the Judiciary | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We have arr” on 
on the Judiciary, to report adversely on the prayer || Committee upon a subject about which the mem- |! at too late a period of the session to go Into tre 
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jjscussion. 5 ass 
s *imous consent of the House, the considera- 
Gane 


no 


afon cember next. 

Monday ink ER. By unanimous consent of 
Pr House that object can be accomplished. If 
he gentleman from New York yield the floor to 
the gentieman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] for 
vy each motion, it will be in order to propese it. 
he SMITH. I do not yield the floor. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman from 
New York allow me one moment to make a sug- 
gestion ? ‘ 
Mr. SMITH. I must decline assent. 1 would 
have been half through my speech by this time, 
and considering that [ have risen to make the last 
eneech that [ shall ever make on the floor of Con- 
s agg—-as 1 leave my seat at the close of the ses- 
on —{ cannot think it altogether generous in the 


glo 


House to evince so much unwillingness to hear 


or. S. then addressed the House at length on 
the subject of the temperance reform, and in favor 
of a prohibitory liquor law. His remarks are 
withheld for revision, and will be published in the 
Appendix. 

"Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move tolay the 
report of the Judiciary Committee upon the table, 
and that it be printed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
upon the table absolutely. 
yent debate upon the motion to print. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mary- 
land, (Mr. May,] when he made the report from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, moved that it be 
printed. . : y 

Mr.ORR. If the instructions are laid upon the 
table, they will carry everything with them. 

The report was then laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the report was laid upon 
the table, and to lay the motion’to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


THE FLEURIAN CLAIM. 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I now ask the 
unanimous consent of the House that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House may be discharged 
from the further consideration of Senate bill (No. 
103,) “to confirm a certain land claim in Louisi- 
ane, known as the Fleurian claim.’’ 

Mr. SKELTON. 
read for the information of the House. 

The bill was then read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I can explain in 
a very few words the object of this bill. | promise 
to make no argument, but simply to state the facts 
upon which itis founded. It appears that, in 
1744, Joseph Villers Dubreuil purchased a tract of 
land in the Province of Louisiana from the In- 


I move that it be laid 


1 therefore propose that, with the | 


of this report be postponed till the second | 


My object is to pre- | 


I would like to have the bill 


dians, settled upon it, and in 1754 commenced its | 


cultivation. In 1763 he presented his claim to 
the officers of the French Crown, then acting in the 
Province of Louisiana. His claim was admitted, 
his title was decreed to him, and thus the matter 
rested. It will be remembered that, in 1762, the 
Province of Louisiana was ceded to Spain by 
France, under the secret treaty of Fontainbleau, 
which was not made known until 1764, although, 


previously to that time, it had been actually trans- | 


ferred to Spain by the French Government. And 


hence their title, derived in this manner, has been 
regarded as invalid. 


In 1772, however, the original claimant of these | 


lands died. Spain had then taken possession of 
the Province of Louisiana. Her own officers were 


acting there. They had complete and full author- | 


ity in reference to the subject-matter that had been | 


= upon by the officers of the French Govern- 
directly. But, after the death of the original claim- 
“nt, It was ordered to be inventoried by the Span- 
ish Governor as a part of the estate of Mr. Du- 
mo) It was put up and sold by virtue ofa decree 
n_* court deriving its authority from the Spanish 
race then holding the Province of Louisiana. 
he sold, and Charles J. B. Fleurian became 
oe purchaser. He held the land in his own right 
i fo that time until the period of his death, and 
* has now descended to his heirs. 
od t appears, however, that a portion of this land 
Y was fit for cultivation,a large part of it being 
S$ pareres—trembling prairie—a tract of 


This claim was not presented to them | 


land, the superficies of which is a kind of turf, | 


while the substratum is bog or quagmire, render- 
ing it unfit for cultivation. 
the heirs, representatives, and vendees of Charles 
J. B. Fleurian. They derive title through him. 


These claimants are | 


They have leveed and drained this boggy portion | 


of the land; and they have been cultivating and 
holding possession of it by themselves, and 
through their vendors and ancestors, for a period 
now of a hundred years. 

I will remark, however, that the Supreme Court 
of the United States have decided that these land 
titles, which were confirmed by the officers of the 
French Government after the secret treaty of 
Fontainbleau in 1762, and before Spain had taken 
possession of the Province of Louisiana, are void, 
even though the claimants retain possession of the 
lands. The Supreme Court decided that so far as 
the legal title of these lands is concerned, it is 
vested in the United States, because the titles to 
them were confirmed by officers acting under the 
authority of the French Crown while the Province 
really belonged to Spain. Therefore, it becomes 
necessary, in order to settle the title now in ques- 
tion, that this bill should be passed, so as to au- 


thorize the issuing of a patent to the present claim- | 
It does not conflict in any manner with the | 


ants. 
vested rights of any individual accruing before 
the passage of the bill. IL therefore ask the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered ta be put; and under the 


operation of the pete question the bill was or- | 


dered to be read a third time, and having been 
read a third time, was passed. 
Mr. SMITH. 


by which the bill was passed,and also move that 


I move to reconsider the vote | 


the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; which | 


latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. READY, by unanimous consent from the | 
Committee of Claims, reported the following | 


bills; which were read a first and second time by 
their title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of L. H. Lyon and Dean S. 
Howard, of the State of New York; and 


An act supplementary to an act of 1816, enti- | 


tled **An act for the purpose of relieving those 
whose property was destroyed by the enemy in 


the war of 1812.”’ 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


of business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


TheSPEAKER. The regular order of business 


I call for the regular order 


is the consideration of certain private bills upon the | 


table, which were reported by a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. JONES. 1 withdraw my motion, if the 
bills have been reported from a Committee of the 
Whole House, and allow the House to proceed to 
their consideration. 


The House then proceeded to dispose of the 
bills heretofore reported from a Committee of the 
W hole House. 

House bill (No. 108) * for the relief of George 
G. Bishop, and the legal representatives of John 
Arnold, lie reported with a recommend- 
ation that it do not pass. 

The bill was Jaid upon the table. 


House bill (No. 182) *‘ for the relief of Daniel 
Steenrod,’’ reported with amendments. 


The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the petition of Daniel Steenrod, 
with the accompanying documents and depositions, be 
referred to the Secretary of War; and he is hereby au- 
thorized and directed, in such mode as to him shall seem 
just and expedient, to appoint an umpire to hear evidence 
in the city of Wheeling, Virginia, antl ascertain and fix 
what is justly and equitably due the said petitioner thereon ; 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and 
directed to pay such sum out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated by law. 


First amendment: 


Strike out the words “ Secretary of War,’’ and insert 
*¢ Comptroller of the Treasury.”’ 


Second amendment: 


Strike out al! after the word “ authorized,’* in the fourth 
line, and insert the following : 

To appoint a commissioner to take evidence in the city 
of Wheeling, or elsewhere, and ascertain and report what 
is justly and equitably due to said petitioner thereon; and 
| if sueh report is approved by the Comptroller, the Secretary 
| of War is authorized and directed to pay euch sum of money 





| 
| 
| 
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out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated: Provided, That said commissioner shall be selected 
out of such persons now in the employment of the Govern- 
ment, for which service no extra compensation shall be 
paid. 


The amendments were agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read-a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

The bill of the House (No. 195) “ for the relief 
of Sarah K. Jenks, and the legal representatives 
of Hartshorne R. Thomas, in the matter of the 
brig Jane,’’ coming up next in order, having been 
reported with a recommendation that it do not 
pass, was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. ORR moved that the bill do lie upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The following bills and joint resolution reported 
without amendments and with a recommendation 
that they do pass, were then severally taken up, 
read in extenso, ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time, and being engrossed, were read a third 
time, and passed: 

H. R. No. 189. A bill for the relief of John S. 
Jones and William H. Russell, surviving partners 
of Brown, Russell & Co.; 

H.R. No. 190. A bill for the relief of William 
Hankins; 

H. R. No. 196. A bill for the relief of Gilbert 
C. Russell; 

H. R. No. 199. A bill for the relief of Thomas 
C. Greene; 

H. R. No. 238. A bill for the relief of John S. 
King, of Virginia; 

H. R. No. 241. A bill for the relief of the ad- 
ministrators of Oliver Lee, deceased; and 

H.R. No. 5, A joint resolution directing the 
accounting officers of the Treasury to adjust the 
accounts of William Woodbury, late pension 
agent at Portland, Maine. 

Mr. ORR. [ move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- 
teeof the Whole on the state of the Union, in order 
that the amendments of the Senate to thé Indian 
appropriation bill may be taken up and con- 
sidered. These amendments should receive our 
prompt attention and action. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. COBB. That ought to be done, for there 
remain only three private bill days of this session. 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debat- 
able, and the Chair must insist on gentlemen 
preserving order. This being private bill day, 
the motion to go intoa Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar will be first put. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Epcerron’s 
motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, (Mr. Henpricks in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill first in order for 
consideration is House bill (No. 59) “ for the 
relief of Samuel Colt.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. 1 would suggest, to 
save time, that the committee commence with the 
Calendar where it left off on Saturday last. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that this bill was passed over by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
vote of the committee. ‘ 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is in order,I presume, to 


It was passed over by 


commence the consideration of the bills on the 
Calendar where the committee last left off. Un- 
| less we do this, the bills low down on the Calendar 


| 
} 
i 


will get no attention atall. Il move that we com- 
mence where we left off last Saturday. 

The CHAIRMAN. This is the first bill in 
order. The Chair understands that it was only 
passed over for ‘ast Saturday. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the committee that if we wish to make progress 
on the Calendar, we had better, by unanimous 
consent, consider this as objection day. 

The suggestion was unanimously acquiesced in. 

The committee then proceeded to consider the 
bills in the order in which they stood upon the Cal- 
endar, when those bills which were objected to 
were passed over. 
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Houee bill (No. 103) * for the relief of Ferdi- 
nand Clark.’’ [O jected to by Mr. Sxe.ron.} 

House bill (No. 105) ** for the relief of Wilson 
& Brothers, of St. Louis, in the State of Mis- 
souri.’’ [Obdjected to by Mr. Skerrton.} 

House vill (No. 239) ** for the relief of Hiram 
Moore and Jonn Hascall.’’ {O jected to by Mr. 
Sairn, of Virginia. ] 

House bill (No. 240) * for the relief of Thomas 
S.J. Johnson, of the Territory of New Mexico.”’ 
[Objected to by Mr. Eneerron.} 

Senate bill (No. 139) * for the relief of Charles 
Kellett.’ 

This bill orders the refunding to Charles A. 
Kellett of certain moneys paid vy him to the 
collector of New York as duties oa the entry of 
the Chinese junk Key-ing. 

The report of the Committee on Commerce 
was rend, The committee adopt the report pre- 
sented by Mr. Grinnell from the same committee 
et the first session of the Thirtieth 
This report assigns as a reason why the money 
paid for custom fees should be refunded to the 
claimant, that the junk Key ing was not brought 
to this country for the purpose of commerce, but 
as an object of curiosity; and that the expenses 
far exceeded the receipts of the said junk; and 
cites as a precedent for the course, the case of a 
Greek ve which had arrived at New York 
some years since. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. If I recollect aright 
that bill was passed upon last Saturday, and was, 
by a vote of the committee, ordered to be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 
not Pass 

Mr. EDGERTON. I would state to the gentle- 
man from Indiana, that he is mistaken in regard 
to this bill. The question, when it was last be- 
fore the committee, was, ‘* Shall the bill be report- 
ed to the House with a recommendation that it 
do pass ?”’ that question 
in ative, which left the bill in the same 
yosition in which it had stood before. 

Mr. DAVIS. I stand corrected. 
sion was «s | had stated. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. 
bill. 


The bill was accordingly passed over. 


Congress. 


sel 


The committee decided 
the me 


My impres- 


I object to the 


Liouse bill (4 TO, 246) ‘* for the relief of the chil- 
dren and heirs of Mejor General Baron De Kalb.”’ 

The bill was read, 

It provides, that in consideration of the services 
and sacrifices of the late Major General Baron De 
Kalb in the Revolutionary war, the Secretary of 
the Treasury be authorized and directed to pay 
to his children and heirs, named in the petition, 
the eum of $90,513 61, the same being the amount 
now due, including mterest from the year 1319, 
at which time the demand was presented for puy- 
ment, 

Mr. PECKHAM.’ In point of fact, the amount 
provided for in that bill is too large. 

A Member. Then object to it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. When it is considered in 
committee, | shall propose to reduce the amount 
to what | think is actually due on that claim. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from | 


New York propose to amend the bill? 

Mr. PECKHAM. I suppose itis not in order 
to amend it now. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then does the gentleman 
object ? 

Mr. PECKHAM. The bill is not right as it 
stands now;,and I wish to amend it. I therefore 
object. 

Phe bill was passed over. 

Senate bill (No. 33) * for the relief of the legal 
representauives of Major Caleb Swan, deceased.”’ 
{[Obvjected to by Mr. Futrer.] 

House bill (No. 265) ** for the relief of W. D. 
Porter, of the United States Navy.” 

The bill provides for the payment to Captain 
Porter of the moneys actually expended by him 


in defraying the expenses of bringing Amin Bey | 


and suite to the United States, in conformity 
wih the request of the United States Minister 
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George P. Marsh, minister resident of the United 
States at Constantinople, dated the 20ch May, 
1850, requesting him to receive Amin Bey, of the 
Purkish Navy, and his attendants, on board his 
ship, and give to the United 
States. The Minister stated that the visit of Amin 
Bey was made upon the suggestion of the Amer- 


ican legation, and under the proffer of a free pass- 


them a passage 


ageinapublic ship ofthe United States, forthe pur- 
pose of examining our navy- yards, docks, ships- 
ot-war, and other public wor ks connected with our 
milit ary marine; and contained an assurance that, 
without doubt, the Government would reimburse 
any expense to which Lieutenant Porter might be 
subjected by their passage, 

Upon the faith of this letter, Amin Bey and 
suite, together with Mr. John P. Brown, as drag- 
oman of Constantinople, was re- 
ceived on board the Erie at Genou, on the Sth July 
and landed at New York on the 13th September, 
1850. 


the levation at 


On the 30th September Coneress pa ssed an 


act appropriating $10,000 for the expenses of the 


agentof the Sublime Porte, ** to be disbursed under 


the direction of the Secretary of State.’’? Of this 


amount $4,051 81 was expended by the State De- 


at Constantmople, such®amount not to exceed | 
$2,024 32, which sum is thereby appropriated for 


the purpose, 


that Lieutenant Porter, at Genoa, in the command | 


of the United States storeship Erie, and about to 
return home, received a letter from the Hon, 


| 


| 


|| neer, and the Colonel of Ordnance, were considered 
From the report, which was read, it appears || 


partment, and the balance, to wit: $5,948 19, was 


transferred to the surplus fund, November 19, 
1253. This mission having been regarded as of 
sufficient importance to the United States, by our 
Minister at the Turkish Court, to warrant his 
taking the responsibility of inviting it, and tender- 
ing a free passage in a public vessel, the appro- 
priation made by Congress in two weeks after 
Amin Bey’s arrival, to defray the expenses, must 
be recarded asan approval of theact of our Minis- 
ter, und an adoption of his letter to Lieutenant 
Porter. The committee are satished from inquiry 
that the habits of Amin Bey and suite must have 
subjected Lieutenant Porter to expenses exceeding 
those of ordinary guests. The amount claimed 
by him for actual expenses incurred is $2,024 37, 
and the greater part of which is substantiated by 
voucners. 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
lHlouse bill (No. 272) *‘for the relief of Daniel 
Bedinger’s heirs. [Objected to by Mr. Morean.]} 
House bill (No. 273) ‘*for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Colonel John H. Stone.”’ 
Mr. MILLSON. It became my duty ex- 


amine this case during the Thirty-First Congress 


to 
and knowing its character, I feel constrained to 
object to the bill at this ume. 

Ihe bill was passed over. 

House bill (No. 274) ‘‘for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Colonel Willis Riddick, de- 
ceased.’’ [Objected toby Mr. Macponavp.]} 

House bill (No, 281) ‘for the relief of Briga- 
dier General John E. Wool. 

The bill was read, It authorizes the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury to allow Briga- 
dier General John E. Wool, inspector general of 
the United States Army, double rations trom July 
21,1821, to March 3, 1833, being the sameas have 
been allowed by the War Department to other 
officers of the staff; and when the amount is as- 
certained, to pay the same out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. McCULLOCH. 1 object. 

Mr. MACE. J ask the gentleman to withdraw 
his objection until the report is read. | am sure 
if the gentleman will hear the report, he will see 
that itis a perfectly plain case. 

Mr.McCULLOCH. I withdraw the objection 
for that purpose. 

The report was read, from which it seems that 
by the fifth section of the act of the 16th of March, 
1802, and by the fourth section of the act of the 
3d of March, 1815, every officer of the Army is} 
entitled to a certain number of rations daily, ‘* and 
to the commanding officers of each separate post 
such additional number of rations as the President 
of the United States shall, from time to time, di- 
rect, having respect to the special circumstances of | 
each post.”’ 

By an exposition given by the War Department | 
to this law, the Quartermaster General, the Com- 
missary General of Subsistence, the Chief Engi- 


as coming within its provisions; and accordingly, 
by an order of the War Department, dated the 27th | 


of July, 1821, these officers were allowed double | 


rations. 


jatant General, between the 8th of May, 1829 


At a subsequent period the Adjutant || October, A. 


General was deemed to come withi 
extended to others; and by an order dated th 

of March, 1826, he was allowed double magia 
Although denied to Inspector General won 
War Department, by an order dated the 251] the 
February, 1829, allowed Major Nourse, nor \ of 
in the Army, but chief clerk of the War De 
ment, to receive, retrospectively, double ratio 
the period that he had performed the duties o 


July 22, 


n the rule, ag 


then 
part. 
ns for 
f Ad. 


the 20th of March, 1825. Under this ware 


officers of the staff were allowed to receive 
spectively, double rations, 

Such was the practical construction by the W, 
Department of the law of the 16th of March, Jags. 
and sanctioned by appropriations, for eleven years 
by Congress; when the present Secretary of War. 
believing that Brigadier General Wool came Within 
the rule which extended the benefits of that law to 
others, at the same time considering it but an act 
of justice to place him in the same situation, a). 
lowed him double rations from the 3d March, 1893 

Mr. MACE. I would ask the Clerk to read 
the letter of Hon. Lewis Cass, which I send y, 
It is in further explanation of this case, 

- The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 


ther 
> Tetro. 


d up, 


War DEPARTMENT, January 4, 1836, 

Sir: I have the honor to return the petition of Ge 
Wool which you transmitted to me. 

A practical exposition was long since given by this De. 
partment to the law allowing addi‘ional rations to the com. 
inanding Officers of posts which brought the heads of by. 
reaus and of departments, stationed at this places within 
its provisions. Believing that General Wool came Within 
the rule which extended the benefits of that law to others 
I considered it an act of justice to place him in the same 
situation, and theretore allowed him double rations from 
the time stated in his petition. He did not ask this Depart. 
ment to make any retroaciive allowance; and if he had 
the claim could not have been granted, because the Presi. 
dent had previously directed that no allowance of that ya- 
ture should, under any circumstances, be made. 

The case of Major Nourse is correctly stated by Genera} 
Wool, as appears from the inclosed communication jrog 
the Second Auditor. 

Considering this place as the headquarters of General 
Wool, it appears to me that the same principles under 
which this allowance was made to the other heads of the 
stall departments, would justify the extension to him ofthe 
relief which he asks from Congress. His duties are ardy- 
ous and important; and the expenses to which he is liable 
are, probably, greater than those of any other officer of the 
Army, with the exception of his colleague, Colonel Croghan, 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

LEW. CASS. 
Hon. Aaron Warp, Military Committee, Ho. Reps. 


neral 


There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


Louse bill (No. 282) ** for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Colonel Francis Vigo.” 

Mr. MACE, Iam satisfied that that bill ought 
not to pass, and therefore more that it be laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it be laid upon the table, 

Mr. COBB. Let the friends of the bill havea 
fair hearing. Object, and let the bill be passed over. 

Mr.MACE. Very well, then I object to thebill, 


House bill (No. 323) ‘for the relief of J.C. 
Buckles, of Louisville, Kentucky.” 

The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the Postmaster General to pay to J. 
C. Buckles, of Louisville, Kentucky, out of any 
moneys appropriated, or that may hereafter be 
appropriated, for the transportation of the mails, 
the sum of $3,006. ; 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 324) ** for the relief of McAtee 
and Eastman.” (Objected to by Mr. Srvarr, of 
Michigan. ] 

House bill (No. 325) for the relief of James 
S. Graham and Walker H. Finnall.”’ 

The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the Postmaster General to pay James 


|S. Graham and Walker H. Finnall $3,000, 28 


compensation in fall for the losses they sustained 


by reason of the abandonment by the Postmaster 
General of two contracts made by that officer with 
them for the transportation of the mail from 
Washington to Fredericksburg, and from Fred- 
ericksburg to Richmond, which contracts beat 


| date December 3, 1847. 


The accompanying report of the Committee 7 
the Post Office and Post Roads, which was ree 
at the request of several members, shows that in 


D. 1847, the Richmond, Fredericks 
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- and Potomac Railroad Companies refused 
“ > yt the mail of the United States without 
pes er compensation, and demanded a rate 
vensation greater than that for which the 
Oe oater Greneral was authorized to contract by 
The Postmaster General proceeded to ad- 
on for proposals to carry the mails between 








' 
' 
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“omme 


Washington and Richmond bY post coaches, and 
val were made, accepted, and contracts en- 
Peed into for the transportation of the mails be- 


eween the points named—one contract for the mail 
sprween Washington and Fredericksburg, and one 
fe the mail between Fredericksburg and Rich- 
—and—at the aggregate sum per annum of 
413,000. The contracts were taken by Graham 
vad Finnall, and were to commence the 10th of 
December, 1847, and to expire on the 30th of 
Tone, 1851; making the term of service nearly 
three years and seven months. The contracts 
were taken with the understanding and with the 
‘net expectation that the full term of service would 
‘be enjoyed, and with this expectation the con- 
tractors were induced to incur extraordinary ex- 
nensesin stocking and opening a route upon brief 
notice, andat the commencement of winter. 

The fact that the contractors had good reason 
to understand that the contract would not be aban- 
doned, appears from the statement of the Post 
Master General, Hon. Cave Johnson. It appears, 
however, that within the first year of the service 
the Postmaster General succeeded in effecting a 
catisfactory contract with said railroad companies, 
and in consequence thereof, on the 30th Novem- 
her, 1848, he gave notice to the contractors of the 
abandonment of his contract with them, to take 
effect the 4th of December, 1848. Thereupon the 
said contractors called upon the Postmaster Gen- 
ral for compensation for their extraordinary losses, 
who, though distinctly expressing his opinion that 
it would be just to give additional and equitable 
indemnity, held that he had no legal power to 


{ 
i 


rd relief. 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 


the House, with arecommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 227) ‘* to authorize Robert Gra- 
ham to locate six thousand nine hundred and nine- 
ty-three acres of land in lieu of one undivided half 
nart of certain lands patented to John Edgar and 
John Murray St. Clair by the Governor of the 
Northwestern Territory.” 
Nicnos. | 

Senate bill (No. 303) *‘ for the relief of James 
M. Goggin.’? [Objected toby Mr. Mace and Mr. 
Morrison. 

Mr. MILLER. I ask the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. MACE. I would be perfectly willing to 
rithdraw the objection if this were the only bill 
of the kind before the House. But we have re- 
jected more than fifty bills based upon the same 
principle as this one. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginie. I do beseech my 
friend from Indiana to withdraw that objection? 

Mr.MACE. As there seem to be a great 
number who wish the objection withdrawnyI will 
yield to their wishes to do so. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 


re House, with a recommendation that the same 
0 Dass, 


Joint resolution of the House (No. 24) * for the 
adjustment of the accounts of John D. Colmesnil.”’ 
[Objected to by Mr. Smuru, of Virginia. ] 

_Mr. BRIDGES. 
pa continues to insist upon objecting to all the 
Suis upon the Calendar, there is no use in proceed- 


ing with the reading of the cases. 
Mr. COBB. Let us go on. 


Mr. SMITH. 1 object to nothing. | withdraw 
my objection. 


Mr. HAVEN. Then I object to the bill. 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. i desire to ask the 


4 
a 


[Objected to by Mr. | 


If the gentleman from Vir- | 


gentieman from New York to withdraw the objec- | 


ion to the bill. 


Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, if there is any 
man in this House for whom I would withdraw 
t, tis for the gentleman from Oregon. But we 
ery & joint resolution three years ago, under 
. ich this account was adjusted and paid, and I 
® not want to open the account again. I must 
fine to withdraw my objection. 

Senate bill (No. 147) ** for the relief of the legal 


representatives of the late Thomas Chapman, 
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formerly collector of the port of Georgetown, 
South Carolina.”’ 

The bill, which was read, provides that there 
shall be paid to the legal representatives of Thomas 
Chapman, formerly collector of the port of George- 
town, In the State of South Carolina, the sum of 
$13,457 54, being the share to which the said 
Chapman was entitied as such collector, from the 
cargo of the Swedish ship Diana, condemned for 
a breach of the non-intercourse act, which was 
decreed to be forfeited by the said Thomas Chap- 
man, in consequence of bis being examined as a 
witness in behalf of the claimants. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I move that the bill be laid 
aside and reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it pass. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRISON. Lobjected to Senate bill No. 
303, for the relief of James M. Goggin: Upon 
examination, I am satisfied that the claim is a just 
one. I therefore desire to withdraw my objection. 

The bill authorizes and requires the Postmaster 
General to settle and adjust the claims of James 
M. Goggin; and that in such settlement he be 
allowed « fair and reasonable salary as special 
mail agent for the State of California, from De- 
cember 1, 1850, until April 6, 1853, with reason- 
able allowance for office rent and per diem, and the 
hire of a clerk. 

Mr. McCULLOCH. I object. 

Mr. MILLER. | appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw his objection. Two gentlemen have 
already objected, and having become satisfied that 
the claim is right, have withdrawn their objections. 
1 am sure the gentleman would not object to it if 
he had examined the facts of the case. 

Mr. McCULLOCH. Well, sir, | will with- 
draw my objection. 

The bill was then laid asideto be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 359) ‘for the relief of the heirs 
of Captain Nehemiah Stokely.’’ [Objected to by 
Mr. Mixison. } 

House bill (No. 361) ‘for the relief of the 
widow and children of Ezra Chapman, deceased ”’ 

The bill authorizes the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury to pay to the lawful admin- 
istrators of Ezra Chapman, late of Tolland, Con- 
necticut, deceased, for the benefit of his widow 
and children, the sum of $840, together with 
interest thereon from March 22, 1838—the same 
being the aggregate amount of seven years’ half 

may of Ezra Chapman, the father of the aforesaid 
Rove Chapman, deceased, who was an ensign in 
the army of the Revolution, and died in the ser- 
vice of the United States, September 1, 1778, and 
which sum of money was due to the said Ezra 
Chapman, deceased, on account of the services of 
his said father, by the provisions of the resolution 
of Congress passed August 24, 1780. 

It‘appears from the report that the father of the 
memorialist, Ezra Chapman, senior, on the 6th 
day of August, 1777, entered into the service of 
the army of the Revolution as an ensign, com- 
missioned by Congress, in Captain Horton’s 
company, in Colonel Baldwin’s regiment of arti- 
ficers, and continued in said service, in said office 
of ensign until the lst day of September, 1778, 
when he died; that the said Ezra, at his decease, 
left a widow and one son, the memorialist, then 
about five years of age; that the widow of said 
Ezra, soon after his decease, married one Elihu 
Marvin, and died inthe year 1788, without leaving 
any other child; and that neither the said widow, 
before her said marriage with the said Marvin, or 
afterwards, or the memorialist, or any other per- 
son for them or either of them, has ever received 
the seven years’ half pay of the said Ezra, de- 
ceased, to which his widow, or, in case of her 
marriage, his orphan child, became entitled by 
virtue of the resolution of Congress, passed the 
24th day of August, 1780. 

Mr. SKELTON. [I object, unless an amend- 
ment be male striking out the interest. 

Mr. PECKHAM. The interest is only from 

| the time the petition was presented to the House. 

Mr. SKELTON. I must object, unless the 
gentleman will accept such an amentment. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I am not authorized by 
the committee to accept any amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will rule that 


the amendment may be offered, if it give rise to 
no debate. 
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Mr. PRATT. 1 ho; 
draw his amendment. 
House. 

Mr. PECKHAM. If the gentleman insists 
upon his amendment, I have no objection to its 
being reported for the action of the House. 

Mr. SKELTON. Well, sir, | will withdraw 
my amendment and my objection. 

The bili was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recomendation that it pass. 

House bill (No. 362) “ for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Joseph Savage, 
deceased.’”’ 

The bill directs that there shall be paid to the 
legal representatives of Joseph Savage, deceased, 
five years’ 


ye the gentleman will with- 
Hie can offer it in the 


full pay of a surgeon’s mate in the 
continental line of the army of the Revolution, 
with interest on the same from January 1, 1837, 
being the full amount of the sum due to the said 
Joseph Savage, deceased, for services as surgeon’s 
mate in the Virginia continental line of the revo- 
lutionary army. 

Mr. ROWE. 
stricken out, 

Mr. BRIDGES. I think this matter of allow- 
ing interest should be settled in some way by the 
House, that we may know whether interest is \o 
be allowed upon these claims or not. 

Mr. PECKHAM. It can be very easily set- 
tled by a vote of the committee. | propose that 
the question be put to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
New York propose an amendment. 

Mr. PECKHAM. No, sir, I will not propose 
one; but [ think the matter may be very easily 
settled, if gentlemen object to the payment of in- 


I object, unless the interest is 


terest from the time these claims are presented in 
the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. Although this is a Vireinia 
case, | feel constrained to say that I examined 
some time ago into the facts of the case, and must 
object. 

House bill (No. 263) ‘‘for the relief of the 
heirs of Thomas Parks, deceased.’’ [Objected to 
by Mr. Lercner. } 

House bill (No. 364) * for the reliefof William 
A. Duer, John Duer, and Beverly Robinson, trus- 
tees of the estate of Sarah Alexander, widow of 
Major General William Alexander, commonly 
known as Lord Sterling.”’ 

The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the Treasurer of the United States to 
pay to William A. Duer, John Duer, and Beverly 
Robinson, as trustees of the estate of Sarah 
Alexander, widow of Major General William 
Alexander, commonly known as Lord Sterling, 
the sum of $9,960, it being the amount due the 
heirs of said Lord Sterling,in money, for com- 
mution pay as a major general in the service of 
the United States in the army of the Revolution, 
under the resolutions of Congress of October, 
25, 1780, and March 22, 1783; and that there be 
granted tothe said William A. Duer, John Duer, 
and Beverly Robinson, as trustees as aforesaid, 
eleven hundred acres of land, the number of acres 
allowed to a major general in the revolutionary 
war by the resolution of Congress of August, 
12, 1780, to be selected out of any lands belong- 
ing to the United States subject to private entry 
and sale, to be selected under the rules and regcu- 
lations now prescribed by law for the entry and 
purchase of lands belonging to the United States. 

There was no objection, and the bill was laid 
aside ¢o be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


House bill ( No. 367) “ for the relief of the legal 
representatives of John Ri:e Jones, deceased.”’ 
The bill, which was read, authorizes the lezal 
representatives of John Rice Jones, deceased, to 
locate in legal divisions and sub-divisions, not less 
than one hundred and sixty acres, an area of three 
thousand four hundred and eighty-five acres, on 
any of the public lands which shal! have been 
offered at public sale, and may be subject to pri- 
vate entry; provided, that the location under this 
act shall be taken and hejd as in full satisfaction 
of the claims of said Jones, which are entered as 
numbers 1285and 1286, in the report dated January 
4, 1313, of the Kaskaskia commissioners; and, on 
a proper return being made to the General Land 
Office, from the district land office, of a location in 
|| conformity to this act, a patent shall issue; pros 
» vided, always, that no location shall be made upon 


ee ™ arr 


oes 


n 


oxo 


x 


‘, 


ein 


Go teN ee ap teal gatemays 0, 


- 


> hac ahaprta es 


oe ge atl. Rn ner mee 





































































re NAB awe 


fae 


wt 


ene, 


we 


<& he 














1864 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. j 


mineral land or lands reserved for the use of 
schools, or for military purposes, , 

There was no objection; and the bill was ordered 
to be laid aside to be reported to the House, with 
a recommendation that it do pass. 

Senate bill (Iio. 199) ‘* authorizing a patent to 
be issued to Peter Poncin for certain lands therein 
described.”’ 

The bill allows and reinstates, of the same date, 
the entry by Peter Poncin of the north half of the 
southeast quarter, and the south half of the north- 
exst quarter of section thirty six, in township 
number twenty-nine, of range twenty-three, in the 
Stillwater land district, Minnesota, cancelled by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, sothat 
the title to said lands may inure to the benefit of 
his grantees, as far as he may have conveyed the 
same; provided, that the money paid for said 
lands shall not have been withdrawn, or, if with- 
drawn, shall be again paid at said land offices, 
and that thereupon a patent shall issue in the 
name of said Peter Poncin for said lands. 

There was no objection; and the bill was or- 
dered to be laid aside to be reported tothe House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 234) ‘‘ for the relief of Conrad 
W heat, jr., or his legal representatives. ”’ 

The bill provides that the location of six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, and which is des- 
eribed as survey No. 2,453, in township forty- 
four north, of ranges five and six east of the 
pragipe! meridian, in the State of Missouri, made 
vy Conrad Wheat, jr., October 22, 1816, under a 
certificate of location No. 113, issued the 12th of 
August, 1816, by the recorder of land titles, to 
the said Wheat, shall be confirmed; and that the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall 
be authorized to issue a patent to the said Conrad 
W heat, jr., or his legal representatives, forthe said 
lands. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

Senate bill (No. 72) ‘‘ for the relief of the heirs 
and representatives of Uriah Prewitt deceased.’’ 
{Objected to by Mr. Cuasrain.} 

Senate bill (No. 154) ** for the relief of Richard 
King.” 

The bill provides that Richard King shall be 
confirmed in his utle to two hundred and forty 
arpents of land on the eastern bank of the Ouachita 
river, in the parish of Caldwell, State of Louisi- 
ana, which was conveyed by the claimant of the 
Maison Rouge grant to Bagwell Baily, in 1818, 
for cutting a roud through said grant, and which 
has remained in the possession of, and in cultiva- 
tion by, said Baily and his successors to the pres- 
ent time, and which is now a part of the plantation 
of said King, on which he has resided for many 
years; and that a patent shall issue to him for it, 
after a legal survey is made and returned under 
the direction of the surveyor general; provided, 
that this act shall amount only to a relinquish- 
ment of title on the part of the United States. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 368) * for the relief of Robert 
F. McGuire and Louisa, his wife, late Louisa 
Lamy.” 

The bill provides that Robert F. McGuire and 
Louisa McGuire, his wife, late Louisa Lamy, 
shall be confirmed in their titleto a certain tract of 
land in the State of Louisiana, containing four 
hundred arpents, situate in and being a part of 
the ** Baron de Bastrop grant,’’ being the same 
tract to which the said McGuire and wife derived 
their title from the conveyance of A. Morehouse, 
dated April 17, 1809; provided that the act shall 
be considered only as a relinquishment of title on 
the part of the United States to the said tract, and 
not to prejudice the rights of third persons. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill (No. 306) “for the relief of James 
Erwin, of Arkansas, and others.”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. Read the report. | 

Mr. BALL. This is a Senate bill which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. The 
committee unanimously agreed to recommend its 

assage. There is, however, no written report. 
[here was a report presented to the Senate by 
Mr. Brown, Chairman of the Committee on In- 


dian Affairs; and if this will satisfy the gentleman || 





from Virginia, [Mr. Lercuer,} I ask that it be 
read, 
Mr. LETCHER. That is what I wish to hear. 
The report was read. 
Mr. LETCHER then objected to the bill, and 


it was passed over. 


House bill (No. 369) ** for indemnifying Moses 
D. Hogan for cattle destroyed by the Indians in 
1842.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of New York. _I have strong 
doubts of the propriety of that bill, and | there- 
fore object to it. 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 


Senate bill (No. 136) *‘ for the relief of William 
Senna Factor.’’ 

The bill, which was read, is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of $3,707 be paid to 
William Senna Factor, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, as indemnity 1p full for prop 
erty of Rose Factor, destroyed by order of the American 
officers of the United States Army, in the Seminole war of 
1236, and for property taken by such officers for public use 
in said war: Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior 
shall first be satisfied thatsaid William Senna Factor is the 
legal representative of Rose Factor, deceased. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committeé on Indian 
Affairs recommended the following amendment: 

Strike out * $3,707” and insert in lieu thereof ** 32,000. ”? 

The report was then read, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. I propose to further amend 
the bill by adding the following proviso? 

Provided, That the sum herein mentioned shall be re- 
ceived in full of all claims against the Government for the 
matters specified in this bill. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill (No. 62) ‘‘ for the relief of Richard 
M. Bouton, George Wright, and the widow of 
Marvin W. Fisher.’’ 

The bill directs the payment to Richard M. 
Bouton, George Wright, and to Harriet F’. Fisher, 
the widow and executrix of Marvin W. Fisher, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $5,000 each, as a full 
compensation for the past use of their machines 
for making and charging percussion caps, in the 
arsenals of the United States, and also for the fu- 
ture free and undisturoed use by the Government 
of the said machines, together with the patent- 
right or rights to the said machines, with their 
improvements. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I hope the gentleman 
from Virginia will allow the report in the case to 
be read. It is a case of extraordinary merit. 

Mr. SMITH. 1 will withdraw my objection 
for that purpose. 

The report was read, from which it appears 
that Mr. Richard Bouton, in January, 1542, at 
the request of the commanding officer of the 
Waterviiet arsenal, New York, applied himself to 
the invention of a machine for making percussion 
caps. After some years of unremitting labor, he 
succeeded in constructing one which has been in 
successful operation since the year 1845, at the 
Watervliet arsenal, and at the arsenal in the navy- 
yard in this city. For the right and use of this 
discovery, however, there are two other competi- 
tors, Marvin W. Fisher and George Wright, for 
each of whose machines merit is claimed equal to 
Bouton’s. Each of the claimants, at the time of 
the invention of their machines, were employed 
in the public service, and each claim bounty for 
the use of their inventions by the Government. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
granted ? 

Mr. TAYLOR. That of Mr. Bouton was 
granted ten years ago, and has been used ever 
since by the Government of the United States. 

Mr. LETCHER. How with the others? 


Mr. TAYLOR. There have been favorable ] 


reports on this case for the last ten years. 
Thé CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Virginia object? 
Mr. LETCHER. I do, unless there be some 
explanation of the bill: 
r. CHANDLER. 


Mr. LETCHER. When were these patents 
nted ? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Some years ago. 


When were these patents | 


If allowed, I can satisfy | 
the gentleman of the justice of the bill in a very 
few words. 


: uly 22, 
' Mr. LETCHER. How long ago? ——s 
Vir. ° ? 
ired? sieve. ne Patents ex. 
Mr. CHANDLER. They Rave not. 
Mr. LETCHER. When do they expire? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Several persons inye 
an improved method of charging percussion ng 
and Mr. Wright ingeniously combined the sae ’ 
improvements, so as to cause a great Saving to = 
country. The Government uses these inventi z 
now, and without paying for them. The bi 
only appropriates $5,000 to Bouton, Wright : 
the widow of Fisher. I was a member aa 
committee which first reported on this claim, = 


we reported a larger amount than is provided fo 
in this bill. 
Mr. HOWE. [reported this bill, and, with the 
permission of the committee, will Say a word or 

two. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object to all debate 
Is there objection to the 


The CHAIRMAN. 
bill? 

Mr. HOWE. 1 will refrain from saying any. 
thing, and hope that there may be no objection yo 
the bill. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom. 
mendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 371) “ for the relief of Lieuten. 
ant George H. Paige, of the United States Army.” 

The bill, which was read,authorizes and dj. 
rects the proper accounting officer of the United 
States Treasury to allow and credit to Lieutenant 
George H. Paige $62,23, the amount paid by him 
to one Philips,a private in the United States Army, 
for services as an auctioneer, in June, 1849, 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


Joint resolution of the House (No. 25) * forthe 
relief of Captain J. H. Lendrum, of the United 
States Army.”’ 
The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
/and directs the proper accounting officers of the 
| Treasury to settle the accounts of Brevet Captain 
J. H. Lendrum, of the United States Army, and 
to credit him with $2,970 14, moneysdisbursed b 
him out of themoneys of the quartermasters’ fund, 
and $3,575 96, moneys disbursed by him out of 
the moneys belonging to the civil fund of Califor. 

| nia, the vouchers for which were lost and de- 
stroyed by reason of the fire in the city of San 
Francisco, May 4, 1850. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 114) ‘* for the relief of Thomas 

| Pember.”’ 

Mr. ORR. That bill has been reported from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, with a recom- 
mendation that it do not pass, and I therefore 
object to it. . 


Senate bill (No. 115) ‘‘ for the relief of Sam- 
uel Mickum.” 

Mr. ORR. I object to this bill for the same 
reason that I objected to Senate bill No. 114. 


Senate bill (No. 183) ** for the relief of passed 
midshipmen George P. Welsh and Clark H. 
Wells.”’ 

| The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes 
and directs the proper acceunting officer of the 
Treasury to pay to Passed Midshipman George 
P. Welsh $341 66, and to Passed Midshipman 
Clark H. Wells $342 93, out of any money 0 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 30) * for the relief of Thomas 
Marston Taylor.”’ 

The bill and report were read. r 
| Mr. LETCHER. I propose to amend thebill 
by striking out all that portion of it which relates 
|| to lawyers’ fees and costs. 
|| The question was taken; and the amendment 
|| was not agreed io , 
| Mr. LETCHER. Then I object to the bill. 
| The bill was therefore passed over. 


| Senate bill (No. 31) “ for the relief of Purser 


|| Francis B. Stockton.” [Objected to by Mr. 
| Lercuer.] 


| Senate bill (No. 113) ‘for the relief of the 
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weit’ States schooner Grampus, who were 
vee sn that vessel, in March, 1843, near the coast 
of the United States.” ; 
* The bill, which was read, provides that the 
rovision as is made by the act entitled 
a0 ve for the relief of the widows and orphans 
— officers, seamen, and marines, of the brig 
o mers,’? approved August 14, 1848, and an act 
- the relief of the widows and relatives of certain 
" ers and seamen of the United States brig 
Washington, who were lost overboard in a hur- 
ricane, approved February 3, 1853, be also ex- 
ended to the widows and orphans of the officers 
a seamen who were lost in the United States 
s hooner Grampus, in the gale of March, 1843, 
ar the coast of the United States. ; 
MNO objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
wo be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

Senate bill (No. 275) “ for the relief of Andrew 
J. Dickerhoff. ” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior be directed to place the name 
of Andrew J. Dickerhoff on the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners, and pay him annually a pension of ninety- 
six dollars, to commence January 1, 1850, and 
continue during his life. , 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 373) ‘* to provide a pension for 
Oliver Brown, of Chemung county, New York.”’ 

The Lill, which was read, provides that Oliver 
Brown, of the county of Chemung, in the State of 
New York, be placed upon the pension roll, at the 
rate of four dollars per month, from March 1, 
1854. 


‘and orphans of the officers and seamen of || 
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The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the || 


House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 374) ** to provide a pension for 
Edmund Mitchell, of Carroll county, in the State 
of Kentucky.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
name of Edmund Mitchell, of Erroll county, in 
the State of Kentucky, be placed upon the pen- 
sion roll, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to 
commence March 1, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 376) ‘‘for the relief of James 
Butler.” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of the Interior be directed to place the 
name of James Butler upon the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to 
commence January 1, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 377) ‘‘for the relief of John H. || 


Hicks, of Indiana.’’ 

The bifwhich was read, provides that the Secre- 
tary of the Interior be instructed to place the name 
of John H. Hicks, of Indiana, upon the list of in- 
valid pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, from January 1, 1858, and to continue | 
during his natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 378) ‘‘for the relief of John 
Brown, second, of New Hampshire.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 
State of New Hampshire, on the roll of invalid 
pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
‘o commence February 9, 1852, to continue during 
his natural life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 379) ‘for the relief of Mrs. 


nna W. Angus, widow of the late Captain An- 
gus, United States Navy.” 


continue the pension granted to Anna W. Angus, | 


arch 4, 1849, to the further term of five years 

from the expiration of said act. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
Ouse, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. ‘e : 
Nash,’ ill (No. 380) “ for the relief of oer 





i| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


lace the name of John Brown, second, of the | 


i 


| 


plae the name of Betsey Nash, of Stockbridge, in 
the county of Madison, State of New York, upon 
the list of half pay pensioners, as the widow of 
Doctor Sylvester Nash, at the rate of twenty-two 
dollars per month, for five years, to commence 
January 1, 1854. 

This bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill (No. 381) ‘‘for the relief of Thomas 
Ellis.’’ 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of ‘Thomas Ellis, of Platte county, 
in the state of lilinois, upon the roll of invalid 
pensioners, at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
from May 11, 1852, during his life. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House biil (No. 382) ‘‘ for the relief of Char- 
lotte S. Westcott.’’ 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of CharlotteS. Westcott upon the 
pension rolls, and cause to be paid to her the sum 
of twenty dollars per month, for the term of ten 
years, commencing January 1, 1854; provided, 
that in case of the marriage or death of the said 
Charlou@S. Westcott, the pension hereby granted 
shall be paid to her two children, or the survivor 
of them. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill (No. 383) ‘* for the relief of Thomas 
Bronough.”’ 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
increase the pension of Thomas Bronough, who 
is now on the rolls at four dollars, to the rate of 
eight dollars per month, to commence January 1, 
1554. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 384) ** For the relief of Anna 
E. Cook.”’ . 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Anna E. Cook on the pension 
rolls at the rate of fifteen dollars per month for five 
years, commencing January 1, 1854. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 

House bill (No. 385) * for the relief of Abra- 
ham Ausman.’’ 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 


increase the pension of Abraham Ausman, whose 
name is now on the rolls at six dollars, to the rate 


of eight dollars per month, to commence January | 


1, 1854. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
Senate bill (No. 133) ‘‘ for the relief of Lavina 
Taylor.” 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
ay to Lavina Taylor, widow of the late Isaac 
Taylor, a private in the Army of the United States, 
a sum equal to five years pay of her said husband, 
at the rate to which he was entitled at the time of 
his death, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 
House bill (No. 387) *‘ for the relief of Fran- 
cis Petit Smith.’ [Objected to by Mr. Jones, of 
New York.| 
Mr. BRIDGES. If the gentleman will allow 
the report to be read, I am sure that he will with- 


|| draw his objection. 


Mr. JONES. 1am opposed to the extension 


'| of patents by Congress under any circumstances. 


Mr. BRIDGES. Under any circumstances? 
Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; but at the same time 


Commissioner of Patents power to do in such 
matters what, in his judgment, justice dictated. 


'| let me say, that I would be willing to confer on the |: 


|| the said James W. Low, for 


a House bill (No. 388) “ for the relief of Titian | 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to || R. Peale.” 

wid ! || The bill, which was read in extenso, authorizes | 
U, ‘ow of the late Captain Samuel Angus, of the || and directs the payment of $1,782 20 to Titian R. 
on States Navy, by an act of Congress passed || Peale, of Philadelphia, or his legal representative, 


in full payment for the losses which he sustained of 


his private peneerty when wrecked in the United | 


States ship 
bia river. 


eacock, at the mouth of the Colum- 


It appears from the report of the committee, | ; ; 
which was also read, that Mr. Peale was appointed || be most likely to give proper information to the 





ber, 1836, a member of the scientific corps to be 
attached to the South Sea surveying and exploring 
expedition, organized under the act of Congress of 
the 18th of January, 1836. He performed con- 
stant and valuable service during the expedition, 
and was on board the United States ship Peacock 
when she proceeded to the northwest coast of 
America. On the 18th of July, 1841, that veusel 
was entirely lost in endeavoring to enter the mouth 
of the Columbia river, the officers and crew having 
scarcely time to escape with their lives, and being 
unable to save anything from the wreck. Mr. 
Peale, upon this occaston, lost all his personal 
effects—his books and instruments, and a large 
number of articles which he had collected in his 
department, and which it would be difficult to re- 
place. But, notwithstanding the calamity, he was 
enabled, by the exertions of the commanding offi- 
cer, Captain Hudson, and his own -strenuous 
efforts, to replace, at extravagant prices, and as 
far as practicable from his own funds, such arti- 
cles as were indispensably necessary for the com- 
pletion of the contemplated surveys of the coun- 
try, and was thus enabled to continue his useful- 
ness to the expedition; and, with others of the 
scientific corps, traversed over a large portion of 
Oregon and Upper California, thereby adding 
much to the information of those countries which 
we now possess. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not like to 
object to this bill, but | should be glad to hear some 
reason why the United States should be made an 
insurer in these cases. : 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will reply to the gentle- 
man, with the consent of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion can only pro- 
ceed by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object to debate. 

Mr. SMITH. I do not objectto the bill, being 
privately assured by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania that it is all right. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 389) ‘* for the relief of Sylves- 
ter Humphrey, and the heirs of Alexander Hum- 
phrey, deceased.’’ 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Sylvester 
Humphrey and the heirs of Alexander Hum- 
phrey, deceased, $2,500—one moiety thereof to 
Sylvester Humphrey, and the other moiety to the 
heirs of Alexander Humphrey, deceased—for re- 
building the wharf at Staten Island after it had 
been destroyed by the storm of September 3, 1821. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill (No. 143) ‘‘ for the compensation of 
James W. Low and others, for the capture of the 
British private armed schooner Ann, during the 
late war with Great Britain.”’ 

The bill was read. 

It authorises and directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to James W. Low, William 
Driskill, Southerland, and Stenchen, 
alias Michael Whitehouse, or to such persons as 
may be legally authorized to receive the same, as 
heirs or legal representatives, the suin of $2,570 30, 
that being the amount paid into the Treasury of 
the United States, and placed to the account of 
fines, penalties, and forteicures, in consequence of 
a suit entitled ‘* The United States vs. the schooner 
Ann and cargo,”’ in the district court of Maine, De- 
cember, 1814, the said schooner having been risen 
upon and captured by the aforesaid named persons 
from the British, and delivered to the proper author- 
ities of the United States, in the State of Maine. 
Such sum is provided to be paid to the said James 
W. Low and his associates aforesaid, their heirs or 
assigns, in the following proportions, to wit: to 
aving planned the 
enterprise and directe’| the capture of the vesgel, 
as first officer of the prize, eight parts; to William 
Driskill, as second or assistant officers four parts; 
and to Southerland and Stenchen, as seamen or 
sailors, two parts each. 

The second section of the bill provides that it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
immediately after the passage of the act, to give 
public notice thereof, by advertisement for three 
months, in such newspapers as he shall think will 








OO ONE IER 9B NT * 


, fs . : — 
ees 2 igh eate I OPA in hier ae 


stilt) tetas BA 


4. x" 
Tegwt ati tae 
Da ES 


a Re RNR yee ay 


" Fett Sy ee 
saa 


A Oi Bape Oe 


atte 


Tee er 


aes 


Ss aA ES Ltve 
NET 5 I I Ra a a ie 


; 


a 





AE AAI A OMEN A LRN IR ERA RRR NE Em 


1866 


persons so entitled, to apply for their respective 
shares; and if, after the expiration of six mouths 
from the passage of the act, any of the said claim- 
ania, or their heirs or legal representatives, shall 
not have applied for their respective proporuons 
of the sum thereby appropriated, the same shall 
be paid to such as shall have apphed within that 
period, pro rata, according to their relative pro- 
portions as aforesaid, or to thetic heirs or assigns 
respectively; provided that any one or more of 
said claimants may apply for their own propor- 
tions in the first instance, at any ume after the 
passage of the act. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the report read. 

‘The report was accordingly read. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House. 

House bili (No. 393) “ for the relief of Jacob | 
MeLellan.”’ 

‘The till, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of the Treasury cause to be pxid to 
Jacob McLellan, his heirs or assigns, $450; it 
being part of a penalty imposed upon the ship 
George Turner, and paid by the said McLellan, 
in December, 1851, for an alleged violation of the 
laws of the United States restricting the number 
of passengers in merchant vessels. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House. 


House bill (No. 394) “ for the relief of Nathaniel 
Goddard and others.’’ (Objected to by Mr. Jones, 
of Tennessee. | 

Senate resoiution (No. 8) ‘for the relief of the 
owners of the steamer Fanny.”’ [Objected to by 
Mr. Mixtson.]} 

House bill (No. 396) “for the relief of Charles 
I. Davis, administrator of Captain John Davis, an 
officer in the war of the Revolution.” 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay Charles I. Davis, administrator of Captain 
John Davis, an officer of the Revolution in the 
Pennsylvania line on the Continental establish- 
ment, five years’ full pay of acaptain in such ser- | 
vice, being the commutation of half-pay for life 
promised by the resolves of Congress to such 
officers as should serve to the end of the war, to 
be paid to said administrator, for the use of the 
heirs of said Captain John Davis. 

The second section requires the Secretary of 
War to issue to the heirs of Captain John Davis, 
Jate a captain in the ninth regiment Pennsylvania 
line on the Continental establishment, a land war- 
rant for three hundred acres of military bounty 
Jands, as and for the lands to which the said John 
Davis was, while in full life, entitled, for and on 
account of the services rendered by himin the war 
of the Revolution; and that the same may be located 
on any vacant or unlocated lands appropriated by 
Congress for the purpose. 

The report was read. The claim is based upon 
commutation and bounty land promised to certain 
officers of the Army of the Revolution who should 
serve until the end ofthe war. The proof is con- 
clusive that Captain John Davis did serve until 
the close of the war. 

There is no evidence that Captain Davis ever 
applied for or received his commutation or bounty 
land. He wesa highly respectable man, and his | 
pecuniary circumstances were such as not to make 


[ want to hear 


TH 


i 


the United States, to the east half of section twen- 
ty-two and west half of section twenty-three, in 
township fifty-two north, of range one east, of the 
fifth principal meridian, in the State of Missouri, 
by the decree of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in favor of the devisees of Auguste Chou- 
teau, at the January term, in 1835. 

There was no objection, and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendauon that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 397) ** for the relief of Mrs. 
Mary A. N. Jones.’’ (Objected to by Mr. Mc- 
Mouuin.} 


Senate bill (No. 229) ‘for the relief of Thomas 
S. Russell.’’ 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
audit the account of Thomas S. Russell, late an 
assistant commissary of subsistence in Colonel 
Brisbane’s regiment of Florida volunteers, and 
to pay whatever amount may be found due to 
him, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, notwithstanding the irregu- 
larity of his appointment, and although his name 
does not appear upon the rolls as one of the staff 
of Colonel Brisbane; provided, the amount shall 
not exceed the pay of an assistant coffmissary 
of subsistence from February 18, 1836, to May 
10, 1836. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, witha recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 withdraw the objection 
which I made to House bill No. 397. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 1 object to going 
back. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is equivalent to ob- 
jecuon to the bill. 

Mr. JONES. Very well. 

Senate bill (No. 308) ‘‘for the relief of A. G. 
Bennett.”’ [Ovjected to by Mr. Davis, of Indi- 
ana. | 


House bill (Ng. 401) ‘‘to provide for three 
months’ extra pay to the third regiment of Mis- 
souri volunteers.’? [Objected to by Mr. Gup- 
DINGS. } 

House bill (No. 402) ‘* for the relief of Charles 
H. Wilgus.” z 

The bill was read. 

It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to Charles H. Wilgus, the sum 
of $1,762, in full for all property belonging to 
him and his wife, that was taken, used, or dam- 
aged, and for all depredations committed on him 
by the American troops while at Tampico, during 


| the late war with Mexico. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


| House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 144) ‘for the relief of Purser 
T. P. McBlair.”’ 

The bill was read. 

It directs the accounting officers of the Treasury, 
in adjusting the accounts of Purser T. P. McBlair, 
to allow him the several sums paid by him as 
purser of the United States steamer Princeton, to 


Willham Taylor, acting boatswain,to John Coale, 
‘| acting carpenter, and to Armstrong Flomerfelt, | 


acting sailmaker, who were employed on said 
steamer by the commanding officer thereof, by 


| authority from the Secretary of the Navy, and 


it necessary for him to avail himself of the pro- || 


visions made by his country for those who, like 
himself, had served her in her hour of need; and, 
with a feeling of patriotic independence, he ab- 


which said sums were disallowed by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury, for the reason that 


/the said persons to whom the payments were 
| made were not included in the number permitted 


stained from making the claim during his lifetime. || 


He had married a daughter of John Morton, one 
of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, 
and was for many years an associate judge of the 
courts in Chester county, Pennsylvania. After 
his death, which took place about the Ist of Sep- 
tember, 1827, his family became reduced in their | 
pecuniary condition, and now feel justified in cail- | 
ing for what is justly due from the Government. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 
House, withthe recommendation that it pass. 

Senate bill (No, 222) ‘for the relief of John 
8. Wilson.” 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay John S. 
Wilson $800, with interest thereon, at the rate of 
six per cent, per aonum, from May 17, 1822, in | 
full compensation for the damages sustained by his | 
being evicted of his title, derived by patent from | 


by law, of officers of the grades to which they 
were respectively appointed. 
The Lill was then jaid aside to be reported to the 


| House, wiih a recommendation that it do pass. 


j 


Senate bill (No. 35) ** for the relief of M. K. 
Warrington aud C. St. J. Chubb, executors of 
Captain Lewis Warrington, and others.”’ [Ob- 
jected to by Mr. Lercuer.| 


Senate bill (No. 224) ‘for the relief of the rep- | 


resentatives of Joseph Watson, deceased.”’ 
The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Solicitor of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 


| thorized and directed to cause to be executed, on | 


the part of the United States, a full release and 
acquittance of the claim against Joseph Watson, 
as one of the sureties of Henry Ashton, late mar- 
shal of the District of Columbia, and that the | 


property in the city of Washington, at present || 


held in trust es security for the payment of said | 
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claim, be reconveyed to his legal re 
free, and discharged from all such incumb 
wovided, that they release the claim avai ope, 
Jnited States for services rendered by 7 
Watson, as Indian agent in the ‘ 
Michigan. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Commit 
dian Affairs have reported the followi 
ment: strike out the word “indian agent » 
insert in lieu thereof the words “‘superintende a 
the Indian department and storekeeper,” ae 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside to be re 
the House, with a recommendation that j 


Presentatives 


’ 
t the 


rm 7.» O8eph 
Ferritory of 


ee on In. 
ng amend. 


Ported to 
t do pass, 
Senate bill (No. 146) * for the relief 
H. Flempstead.”’ of Samuel 
The bil, which was read, provides that $1,800 
be appropriated out of any money in the Treasy, 
not otherwise appropriated, to pay Samuel H 
Hempstead for extra services rendered by ; 
defending the title of the United States to 
lands situated in the State of Arkansas. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass, 


Senate bill (No.300) “ for the relief of Thomas 
Rhodes.’ [Ovjected to by Mr. Jones, of Tenney 
see. | 

Senate bill (No. 365) “for the relief of John 
W. Kelly.” 

The bill directs the Postmaster General to have 
the accounts of John W. Kelly, late a contractor 
on route No. 3,540, from Bainbridge, Georgia, to 
Appalachicola, Florida, audited and settled by the 
proper accounting officers, and to allow the said 
John W. Keily the contract price stipulated to be 
paid him, to wit: the sum of $2,400 per annum, 
from September 21, 1852, to June 30, 1855, the 
day on which his contract would have expired, 
deducting therefrom the payments heretofore 
made the said John W. Kelly on aecount thereof, 
aud the sum, when so ascertained and paid, shail 
be in full of all claims which the said Jobn W, 
Kelly may have for damages in consequence of 
the annulment of his said contract on the 2\st of 
February, 1853, by the Post Office Department. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


him in 
certain 


Senate joint resolution (No. 19) * for the re. 
lief of Rebecca Burdsall.’? [Objected to by Mr, 
Jones, of Tennessee. | 


Joint resolution of the House (No. 26) “ for 
the settlement of the claim of Don Juan Jesus 
Vigil, of New Mexico.”’ 

The resolution authorizes and directs the Sec- 
retary of War to cause to be audited the claim of 
Don Juan Jesus Vigil, for a flock of sheep seized 
from him by a detachment of troops in the service 


_of the United States in the month of January, 
| 1847; and to make compensation to him for so 


many of said sheep a&& may have been used by 
said troops, or were lost to the re 
quence of said seizure; provided that the whole 
amount of compensation allowed shal] not exceed 
$9,000, and that the justice and equity of the al- 
lowance be established to the satisfaction of the 
auditing officer and the Secretary of War; and 
the amount so allowed shall be paid out of = 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
There was no objection; and the joint resolu- 
tion was laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 
Mr. BRIDGES. 1 move that the committee 
do now rise. 
[Cries of ‘‘No! This is the last day we shall 
have for the consideration of private bills !’’] _ 
Mr. BRIDGES. I withdraw the motion to rise, 
as that seems to be the general desire. 


House bill (No, 407) ** to remit the duties upon 
certain goods destroyed by fire in the cities of 


| New York and San Francisco.’’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There isa motion 
pending in the House to reconsider the vote by 


| which this bill was referred to this committee, @ 
| 1 presume that, under the circumstances, we cat 


not take action on it. 
The CHAIRMAN. It will be passed over. 
Mr. JONES. By unanimous consent of the 


committee, I will withdraw the objection which 


made to Senate resolution No. 19, for the relief of 
Rebecca J. Burdsall. ere 
The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objectio” 
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olution will be laid aside to be reported to 
Fouse. with a recommendation thatit do pass. 

. Mr ROBBINS. If lam allowed, I will make 

viel ation of the resolution. 

We want to know what it 


the ree 


brief explan 
’ (( ‘ries of “Go on! 
. vr ROBBINS. Mr. Burdsal!l was in the em- 

y of the Government as mail agent between 
ork and California under the last Admin- 
By order of the Department he was 
to remain for the transaction of some 
or twelve days at Panama. While 

ore he caught and died of the fever, to which 
an ah subject. His widow and children 
; eleft in a destitute condition, and this resolution 
> no their relief. It has passed the Senate, and 
the ne there may be no objection to it here. 

Mr. COBB. What amount does the bill pro- 
pose to give Mrs. Burdsall ? 

Mr. ROBBINS. The balance of pay for the 
current year’s service to which her husband would 
have been entitled had he lived. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. The prin- 
ciple of the bill is a wrong one. It is for the pay- 
ment of the salary of an officer after his death. 


House bill (No. 408) for the relief of Thom- 
es Underhill, executor of Thomas Underhill, de- 
coused.’” [Objected to by Mr. Jones, of New 
York 

ma bill (No. 409) * for the relief of Stephen 
Lutz, of New York.’’ [Objected to by Mr. Per- 
eins, of New York. ] 

House bill (No. 410) * for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Everard Mead.’’ ([Objected to 
by Mr. Watsu.] 

"House bill (No. 411) * for the relief of the heirs 
of Larkin Smith.’’ [Objected to by Mr. Watsu.} 


House bill (No. 413) ‘ for the relief of Henry 
Gardner and others.’’ [Objected to by Mr. Jongs, 
of Tennessee. | 

House bill (No. 414) ‘* for the relief of George 
Mattingly.” . 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings be authorized 
to. convey to George Mattingly and his heirs, all 
the right, title, interest, and estate of the United 
States of America in and to square No. 495 on the 
plat of the city of Washington; provided the 
said Mattingly, or his heirs, shall first produce to 
the said Commissioner of Public Buildings a cer- 
tifieate of the Secretary of the Treasury that he 
has paid to him, for the United States, $387 11, 
with interest thereon from July 26, 1844. 

From the report, it appears that on the 4th day 
of December, 1840, the claimant purchased at a 
public tax sale, in the city of Washington, made 
in pursuance of law, by the collector of taxes, a 
square of ground marked on the plat of said city 
as square No. 495, and paid therefor the sum of 
$387 LI, and received from the mayor of said city 
on the nt of July, 1846, a deed for the same; 
that he has, since acquiring said title, expended in 
improvements on said square, thesum of $12,750. 
The said square was, it appears, erroneously as- 
sessed on the books of the city of Washington as 
the property of an individual who was a large 
land-owner in that neighborhood. That large ar- 
rears of taxes were due on the same and unpaid, 
and according to law it was offered for sale to pay 
the said taxes, and after due publication, by re- 
peated advertisements, was, on several occasions, 
otiered for sale, when no one would bid for it, the 
said square being then quite remote from the im- 
proved and the improving parts of Washington. 
At length, after these failures to sell, the claimant 
was persuaded to bid for the same, and no one 
else being willing to purchase it, it was sold to 
'm at & price equal to the taxes due upon it. It 
how turns out that the title to the said square is in 
the United States. The claimant has discovered 
this, and he gives the information which thus de- 
Stroys his own title. He asks that a deed may 
be made to him by the Government, of its title, 
Upon his paying the value of the square, at the 

time he purchased it, into the Treasury, with 
interest thereon. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
ouse, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


New Y 
ion. 
npelled 


hysiness fen 


Treasury be authorized and required to pay to 
Nathaniel Reddick, administrator of Richard 
Taylor, deceased, five years’ full pay of a lieu- 
tenant colonel of infantry; the same having been 
due the said Richard Taylor as commutation pay 
for services as a lieutenant colonel of infantry in 
the Army of the United States in the war of the 
Revolution. 

From the report, which was read, it appears 
that on the 9th of March, 1846, Nathaniel Red- 
dick was appointed administrator de bonis non, of 
Richard Taylor, deceased, an officer in the Army 
of the United States in the war of the Revolution, by 
the court of quarterly session, held for the county of 
James city, Virginia, and that he bonded as such; 
that the petitioner, as administrator as aforesaid, 
claims commutation pay due the said Richard 
‘Taylor for services in said war; that from evi- 
dence derived from the Department of State, and 
filed in this case, it appears ** that Richard Taylor 
was a second lieutenant in the sixth regiment of 
the Virginia line on the Ist day of November, 
1776, and that he served to the close of the war, 
at which period he held the rank of lieutenant 
colonel;’’? and that though the petitioner prays 
for the pay of a captain only, so conclusively is 
the fact established that the said Richard Taylor 
was an officer of much higher grade, and. conse- 
quently was entitled to corresponding pay, the 
committee report a bill allowing the pay to which 
he was entitled by the rank he held at the close 
of the war. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 416) ‘‘ for the relief of John 
MeVea and John F. McNeely, of Louisiana.”’ 


The bill, which was read, provides that, upon 
the return to the land office at Greensburg, Louis- 
iana, of plats of surveys, duly approved by the 
surveyor general, of township three south, of range 
one west, and township three south, of range one 
east, it shall be lawful for John McVea and John 
F. McNeely to enter, at $1 25 per acre, the one 
thousand acre tract or parcel of land which they 
have long held in possession and cultivation, and 
which is represented as covering parts of sections 
one, two, eleven, and twelve, in township three 
south, of range one west, and parts of sections 
six, seven, thirteen, and eighteen, of township 
three south, of range one east, in the Greensburg 
land district, Louisiana; provided, that the entry 
shail be made of the quantity aforesaid, according 
to the legal subdivisions of the public lands, and 
shall embrace the quantity aforesaid and the land 
actually cultivated and inclosed Ly them, as near 
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as may be; and provided further, that the entry or | 


entries made under the provisions of this act shall 
not be to the prejudice of any valid adverse rights, 


if any such exist, to any part of the land aforesaid. | 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 417) ‘* for the relief of William 
Curran.”’ 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
assignment, bearing date April 25, 1851, from 
Thomas Myers to William Curran, of bounty 
land warrant No. 407, for one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, dated February 7, 1851, and issued 
to Thomas Myers, private and corporal in Cap- 
tain Skinner’s company, Colonel Mills’s regiment 
New York volunteers, war of 1812, be confirmed 


and declared effectual to transfer the said land ' 


warrant to the said William Curran, and to vest 
in him the title thereto from the date of said as- 
signment; and this act shall be deemed and taken 
to be good and sufficient evidence of said assign- 
ment, having been duly made in all courts and 
places whatever. 


The report says, it appears by the petition and | 


papers of William Curran, duly verified in theease, 
that on the 7th of February, 1851, a bounty land 
warrant of that date was duly issued, under the act 
of Congress of September 28, 1850, to Thomas 
| Myers, who wai a private and a corporal in Cap- 
| tain Skinner’s company, Colonel Mills’s regiment 
| of the New York volunteers, in the war of 1812, for 


|| one hundred and sixty acres of land, which war- 


| rant was number four hundred and seven. On 


, House bill (No. 415) “for the relief of Na- | the 25th of April, 1851, and before the passage of | 
thaniel Reddick, administrator of Richard Taylor, || the act of Congress making land warrants assign- 


eceased ,’? 
The bill provides that the Secretary of the 


' 


| able, Thomas Myers sold said land warrant to 


| United States. 


1867 
thereupon the said Myers duly executed, under 
his hand and seal, and delivered tosaid petitioner, 
an assignment to said warrant, bearing date the 
25th of April, 1851]—that being the day of its exe- 
cution—with a power and authority contained in 
said assigument to said petitioner to locate said 
warrant on any public lands, according to law, 
in the name of Thomas Myers; and said assign- 
ment also contained an agreement on the part of 
said Myers that he would convey to said peti- 
tioner, by deed, the lands on which said warrant 
should be located, upon their being patented to 
him, said Myers. ‘hat after said assignment, 
and about the ume of the passage of the act of 
Congress making land warrants assignable, which 
was the 22d of March, 1852, Thomas Myers died 
intestate, leaving no estate, or, at most, but very 
little, and that no letters of administration have 
been granted in his case. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass, 


House bill (No. 418) ** for the relief of Enoch 
S. More.”’ 

The bill authorizes and directs the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions to correct the said roll by eras- 
ing the words thereon which imply that the said 
Enoch S. More deserted, and insert in lieu thereof 
the words ** sick and absent on furlough.” 

The second section provides that this act shall 
vest in the said Enoch S. More all the rights he 
would have had if ne had continued in good health 
and served in said company according to the terms 
of his enlistment. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 413) * for the relief of Patrick 
Gass.”’ , 

Mr. COBB. I dislike very much to object, but 
this bill is an old acquaintance of mine, and I 
think it ought not to pass. I object. 

House bill (No. 420) ‘* for the relief of Rosalie 
Caxillo.” 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommend- 
ation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 421) “ for the relief of A. S. 


Langhery.”’ 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


House bill (No. 423) *‘ for the relief of William 
J. McElhiny, E. P. Matthews, and Lawrence 
Cribben.”’ 

The bi'l was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill (No. 374) * for the relief of Sylvester 
T. Jerauld, assignee of the interest of Henry 
Richard.” 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill (No. 373) “to ascertain and adjust 
the titles to certain lands in the State of Indiana.’” 

The bill, which was read, provides that the reg- 
ister and receiver of the land office at Vincennes, 
together with a fit and proper person learned 
in the jaw, and a citizen of Indiana, to be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, be 
constituted commissioners to ascertain and adjust 
the title of any claimant to any tract of land, or 
any part or subdivision thereof, granted by the 
resolve of Congress of August 29, 1788, and the 
act of March 3, 1791, entitled **An act for grant- 
ing lands to the inhabitants and settlers at Vin- 
cennes, and the Illinvis country in the territory 
northwest of the Ohio, and for confirming them in 
their possessions,” and the several acts in aid of, 
and supplementary thereto. 

The bill then goes on to fix the duties of the 
commissioners and the regulauions under which 
claimants are to present their claims, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Hrtyer,} who reported this 
bill, is notpresent. It has many provisions, and 
seems to be of greatimportance. Deeming it re- 

ires more consideration than we can now give 
A I object to it. 

The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Hewpricxs.) If the 
gentieman from Tennessee would allow the Chair, 
he would state that the object of the bill is merely 
to ascertain title as between these citizens and the 
Commissioners are appointed for 


that purpose, The bill is of great importance to 


the petitioner for $200, which was duly paid ; and \ many citizens of Indiana, aud is careiully guarded. 
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Mr. JONES. On the gentleman’s statement, 
withdraw my objection, 
The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 


the House, witha recommendation that it do pass. | 


Senate bill (No. 26) ‘*for the relief of Ira Bald- 
win.”’ 


The bill authorizes and directs the Secretary of 


War to issue aland warrant, for three hundred and 
twenty acres of land, to Ira Baldwin, a Canadian 
volunteer, to be located on any of the unappro- 
priated lands of the United States which have been 
offered for sale and are subject to entry; and also 
that the Secretary of the Treasury pay him $180, 
for three months’ extra pay, all which shall be full 
compensation for his services in the late war with 
Great Britain. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This bill passed 
both Houses at the last Congress, but by some 
means or other failed to receive the President’s sig- 
nature, 

There was no objection, and the bill was laid 
aside to be iene to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 329) ** for the relief of Thomas 
D. Jennings.’’ 

The bill, which was read, authorizes Thomas D. 
Jennings, of Florida, to enter, at the mimimum 
price of the public lands, a quantity of land noi 
exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, compris- 
ing the improvement on which his late father, 
Lawrence D, Jennings, resided before his death, 
on due proof being presented to the register of the 
proper land office that he would have been entitled 
to a preéimption but for the removal of the family 
after the death of the father. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 424) “ for the relief of township 
forty-five, range one, in Warren county, Mis- 
” 
sour. 


The bill provides that the board of directors of 


common schools for said township shall be author- 


ized to select and have set apart for the use of 


schools in said township, one half of a section of 
any of the public lands in the land district within 


which said county is situated, in lieu of the half of 


said section sixteen, which is covered by the con- 
cession to one Kinaird; and when the said board 


of directors shall make the selection of said half 


section, they shall notify the register of the land 
office in said district of the land so selected, and 
the same shall be reserved from sale and set apart 
for the use of schools in said township; provided, 
that said selection and notification be made within 
twelve months after the passage of this act, and 
yrovided said selection shall be according to the 
Fecal subdivisions of the public lands, and in quan- 
tities not less than eighty acres. 

Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. I will explain 
the object of the bill inavery few words. A part 
of the sixteenth section in Missouri, reserved for 
school purposes under the act of 1820, was cov- 


ered by the Spanish concession, and this billonly | 


provides that the half section may be located upon 
some other lands. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. COBB. 
the relief of Patrick Gass.”’ 
objection. 


he CHAIRMAN, Doesthe gentleman from 


I now withdraw my 


Alabama unconditionally withdraw his objection ? | 


Mr. COBB. I do. 


The CHAIRMAN, Then the bill in question | 


will be laid aside, and reported to the House. 
Mr. MILLSON. 


a gentleman to withdraw his objection. 
; Mr. COBB. Oh, it is done twenty times a 
ay. 
The CHAIRMAN. If the report had been 
read, or if there had been any controversy about 
the matter, I suppose it would have required the 
unanimous consent of the House to withdraw an 
objection. 





| 


I objected to bill No. 419 ** for | 


I do not know anything | 
about this case, but I think that, as a matter of | 
practice, the proposition cannot be carried out. It | 
requires the unanimous consent of the House for | 





the gentleman from Alabama can withdraw his 
objection. 

Bill No. 419 was therefore laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House. 


House bill (No. 299) ‘*‘for the relief of the 
Pine Grove Academy, in Louisiana.”’ 

The bill was read. It provides that the presi- 
dent, directors, and trustees, of the Pine Grove 
Academy, in the parish of Caldwell, Louisiana, 
be confirmed in their title to the lot of forty acres 
of land on which the said academy is situated, 
near Columbia, donated to them by Hyams, 
Chew & McCoy, claiming under the Maison 


Rouge grant, in 1839, as more particularly de- || 


scribed in the act of donation; and that the said 
president, directors, and trustees, be also confirmed 
in their title to a certain tract or parcel of land sit- 


uated in said parish of Caldwell, with about one | 
mile front on the west bank of the Ouachita river, | 
and running west between five and six miles, and || 


known as lot No, 23, in the plat number one of 
the Maison Rouge grant, surveyed by John Dins- 
more, a deputy surveyor of the United States, con- 
taining about four thousand acres, donated to them 
by Daniel W. Coxe, one of the claimants of said 
grant, in 1839, and that patengg be issued to them 
for said lands, after a legal rvey, under the in- 


structions of the surveyor general of Louisiana: | 


provided, that the act shall amount only to a re- 

linquishment of title on the part of the United 

States, and that it shall not be construed to inter- 
’ 


fere in any manner with the rights of settlers on 


said lands at the date of this act. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
Senate bill (No. 167) ‘‘ for the relief of Joseph 
Campau.”’ 


The bill was read, and laid aside to be reported || 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do 


pass. 


Senate bill (No. 296) ‘* for the relief of Manuel | 


Hernandez.’’ 
The bill was read. 


arpents of land, French measure, according to the 


legal subdivisions, on any of the public lands in | 
the State of Florida, subject to private entry, | 


which shall be in full compensation for all the 
damages he may have sustained in being dispos- 
sessed of eight hundred arpents of land about 
three miles distant from the mouth of the Escam- 
bia river, lying and situate between the lands of 
Joseph Noriega and those of the free mulatto 
named Charles, being the same lands that were 
granted to Joseph Hernandez, deceased, by the 
Spanish Government, on the 8th of October, 1817. 

The second section directs the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, upon the receipt of the 
certificate of entry from the register of the proper 
land office, to cause to be issued a patent for the 
lands authorized to be located by the act. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


| onel Acneas Mackay, late a deputy quartermaster 


in the United States Army.’’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is not this the 
bill which passed the House a few days since by 
unanimous consent? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This is a 
bill for the relief of Mrs. Mackay, as the adminis- 
tratrix of Lieutenant Colonel Mackay. She has 


| no interest in it whatever. 


Mr. FAULKNER. This is the bill to which 
I called the attention of the House a few days 
since. And as I think it requires the discussion 
and consideration of the House, J object. 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 


Senate bill (No. 189) ‘‘ for the relief of Mrs. 
Sally T. B. Cochrane, widow of the late Lieuten- 


ant R. E, Cochrane, United States Army.”’ 


The bill, which was read, provides that there 
be paid, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, $150 to Mrs. Sally T. B. 


| Cochrane, widow of Lieutenant R. E. Cochrane, 
| late of the United States Army, the value of a horse 


Mr. MILLSON. I know nothing about this | belonging to said Cochrane, which was used for 


particular ease; but I know that, as a matter of | express a in the 


ublic service, by order of 


practice, it requires unanimous consent to with- || Lieutenant Colonel Garland, United States Army, 


draw an objection, 


The CHAIRMAN. 


‘at Fort Smith, in 1841, and died in consequence of 
The Chair decides that || said service. 


It authorizes Manuel Her- | 
nandez to locate, not to exceed eight hundred 


| 


| 
| 





| | 


ing it until the report is read, 
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| draw my objection. 





_tuly 
The bill was laid aside to be re a 


: rt 
House, with a recommendation ast as to the 


Senate bill (No. 206) “for the relief 
ecutrix of the late Brevet Colonel A, C 
ning, of the United States Army.” 

The bill was read. 

7 . 
a JONES, of Tennessee, | object to that 

Mr. MACE. I hope the gent] 
nessee will withdraw the chases from Tea. 


Mr. JONES. I have no objection to Withdraw. 





of the ~ 
. W. Pan. 


The report was then read. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio, and Mr. GIDDINGs 
objected. re 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
will be withdrawn. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 


I hope the Objections 


I object, and do not With. 


Senate bill (No. 285) ** for the relief : 
of Brigadier General Richafd B. Manca nett 

Mr. MILLSON. I think that bill ought nott 
be passed. I object. There are not one third the 
members of the House present, and I move that 


| the committee do now rise. 


[Cries of ‘* Division !”’} 

Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous consent, with. 
drew his motion to rise. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Did the gentleman from 
Virginia object to the last bill which was under 
consideration ? 

Mr. MILLSON. I do not think the bill is , 
proper one to be passed without full consideration 

The CHAIRMAN. That is equivalent to an 
objection, and the bill will be passed over, 


Senate bill (No. 250) * for the relief of William 


Claude Jones.”’ 


The bill, which was read, authorizes and di- 
rects the Secretary of War to settle the account 
of William Claude Jones against the United 
States, for his military services in the United 
States Army, and allow him thedifference between 
the pay of a private, which he did receive, and 
the compensation of a commissary of subsistence, 
to which he is entitled, from September 28, 1837, 
to April 2, 1838, and that the same be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury, not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


| House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If nobody else 
in the committee objects to Senate bill No. 206, 
entitled ‘*An act for the relief of the executrix of 
the late Brevet Colonel A. C. W. Fanning, of the 
United States Army,’’ I shall withdraw the ob- 
jection which I made a few moments ago. 

The bill, which was then read, directs the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to pay to Mrs. Harriet 0, 


| Read, executrix of the late Brevet Colonel A. C. 


W. Fanning, of the United States Army, $7,230, 


| out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
_ appropriated, being the amount claimed b#the said 
| executrix to be due the estate of the said Brevet 


. ae | Cole i issi is 
Senate bill (No. 170) ‘‘for the relief of Mrs. || cjonel Fanning, as .commissieye. Ss. Siaee 


Helen Mackay, administratrix of Lieutenant Col- | 


ments made by him in 1827 and 1828, at the 


| United States arsenal, in Augusta, Georgia, and as 


balances of his accounts against the United States 
for services rendered in 1818 and 1821, as the 


| United States commissioner in receiving and re 





storing St. Marks, and ‘as Indian agent at Forts 
Gadsden and St. Marks, from April, 1818, to 
December, 1821. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move to strike 


_ out all that part of the bill which provides for the 
| payment of two anda half per cent, as commission 
on disbursements. 


Mr. COBB. The amendment is acceptable to 
the friends of the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The bill, as amended, was then laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 

Senate bill (No. 71) ‘for the relief of a 
Gonder, jr., and John Duff.”? [Objected to oy 
Mr. Perkins, of New York.] 

House bill (No. 425) ** for the relief of Rebecca 
Braggerly, widow of David B rly, deceased. 

The bill was read; and there being no objection 
to it, it was laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 108) “for the relief Rebecca 
Freeman.” 
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’ — — $< —_—_—__- — —————— nnn SnesthaneNneENeaNoaiaoaan = ; 
; The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | ion that he should be placed on the pension roli— House bill (No. 433) ‘‘ for the relief of James 
0 the tuts the name of Rebecca Freeman on the list of || his pension to commence from March 4, 1851, Wright, jr., of the State of Tennessee.”’ 
88,  enajonerss at the rate of eight dollars per month, | about the date of his application. The bill was read. 
e ex. in her natural life, commencing January 27, || The bill was laid aside to be reported to the It increases the pension of James Wright, jr., 
Pan. yed7 > a. House, with the recommendation that it pass. from $5 33 per month to eight dollars per month, 
There was no objection; and the bill was laid House bill (No. 431) ‘for the relief of Thomas | Such increase to commence from May 1, 1854; 
sside to be reported to the House, with a recom- Ap Catesby Jones, surety fora former postmaster and directs the Secretary of the Interior to have 
that mendation that it do pass. at Norfolk, Virginia. him paid such increased pension. 
 genate bill (No. 241) ‘* for the relief of James The bill, which was read, provides that a certain The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
Ten. Wormsley.” judgment rendered in 1842, against Thomas Ap | the House, with a recommendation that it do 
The bill and report having been read, the bill || Catesby Jones and Duncan Robertson, as sureties || P®SS. 
raw- was laid aside to be reported to the House, witha for Walter F. Jones, formerly postmaster at Nor- Senate biil (No. 281) “ for the relief of William 
eecommendation that it pass. folk, in the State of Virginia, for $4,387 09, it | Miller.” 
” Senate bill (No. 223) **for the relief of Mary | being on account of the defalcation of said post- The bill, which was read, provides that the 
GS, a 9 master as such, shall be declared satisfied, in sq| Secretary of the Interior be directed to place the i 
ee bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior far as the said sureties, or either of them, are liable | name of William Miller on the roll of invalid pen- 4 
‘ions at ve the name of Mary Carlton on the list of thereon. It also provides that $2,500 heretofore || sioners, at the rate of ninety-six dollars per year, ae 
‘id v olutionary pensioners, at the rate of twenty- by said Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, through his | commencing on the 10th of February, 1845, to + 
~— four dollars a year, to commence October 1, 1838, | ®8¢Mt; paid on said judgment, shall be ordered to continueguring his natural life. bash 
4 to continue during her natural life. be refunded to said Jones, out of any moneys in The bill was laid aside to be reported to the wt 
heirg w The report having been read, the bill was laid the Treasury of the United States not otherwise | House, with a recommendation that it do pass. a; 
aside to be reported to the House, with a reeom- an House bill (No. 434) “ for the relief of Captain * 
a mmendation that it pass. : Mr. O} ont Tennessee. I —— to the - Lewis E. Simonds.” ; 
the : inquishment of any security or liability in this ’ : 
that Senate bill (No. 340) ‘for the relief of Sarah aan y y y oe bill provides that the Secretary of the : 
ook Mr. SMITH. of Vireini MAS vee 4 reasury be authorized and required to pay to : 
= i authorizes the Secretary of the Interior || ino of th, » OF Virginia. f ask for the read- | Captain Lewis E. Simonds, of the United States ; 
The bill authorize , + bh ing of the report. The bill does not relinquish any | Navy. $800, it being for his expenses incurred in ; 
vith. to place the name of Sarah Crandall, widow of security deferdin Edie Se ec faperiym f sa ol ht 
; Sa eel eid : : a“ c gainst two sui proug 
James Coon, on the list of revolutionary pension- Mr. PARKER. I will state briefly the facts in | acai .. 7 id 5" 
: gainst him for arresting and detaining the brig 
rom ers, and pay her, during her natural life, at the) the case ; S : 
nde te of eight dollars per month, to commence Jan- Mr. JONES Casket, on the coast of Africa, on charge of being 
— Saal 1348 ; ; 23 a : i 'ES¢Is there not a report accompany- engaged in the slave trade, in 1846, the said Si- 
uary 1, 1548. ing the bill ? , l 
: A . xs . £ ai) : monds being then in command of the United 
iS a lhe report was then read; and no objection being Mr. PARKER. There is. States armed vessel called the Marion, and acting 
ion, made, the ™ was laid an to reported to the Mr. JONES. Well, let it be read. in the line of his duty : 
ith arecommendation that it pass. Ar c ; ys i _ . * 
) an House, wit - ae || Mr. PARKER. It is too long; but if the com- The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House bill (No. 426) ‘* for the relief of the legal || mittee will allow me, I will state very briefly the | Flouse, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
iam representatives of Lieutenant Francis Ware.” merits of the case. [Cries of “Go on.’’] The House bill (No. 435) “ for the relief of Daniel 
The bill provides that itappears from the books || necessity for this bill arises on account of Com- Mo aa of E C Oh 2 i aa s Vv ” 
di- in the Register’s office of the Treasury Depart- | modore Jones, and a gentleman by the name of | ~ The bill hich pases sail fied il cod ; 
unt ment, that there is now outstanding and unpaid | Robertson, having become securities for a post- oii _ Zz ae ~ of Da <1 M ate On 
ited in favor of Lieutenant Francis Ware, deceased, a || master at Norfolk, Virginia. Atthe time Com- 10 1:4 fi s ea - ae ae a > ‘eh te of ci = 
ited final settlement certificate for commutation pay || modore Jones became such security, most of the d il a tl jue a om on the hi d £ f 
een for the sum of $251 10 No. 92,816, that the || defalcations of the postmaster had occurred; but March. 1854. ee aT — 
and Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be pub- || his accounts were not then settled, and the former | ~ —— . : 
, 7 : ; a : The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
ce, lished, for the space of two weeks, in two of the || securities were released from their bond, leaving tion th sounmiatideticin! Gidh' Mille shies 
37, weekly papers of thecity of Washington, a notice | Jones and the other security in this predicament. pe ig a ee gi ee oe 
t of that he has been directed to pay said ‘* final settle- |, The Judiciary Committee were unanimous in their House bill (No. 436) “*for the relief of Ira Call, 
rO- ment certificate,” and calling upon any person or || opinion, that so far as these defalcations were | Of Huron county, Ohio. 
persons who may own said certificate to produce || concerned, there could be no question; but that rhe bill having been read, was laid aside to be 
the it to him for payment; and if, at the expiration of | the law would entirely exonerate the securities, || Teported to the House, with a recommendation 
188, three months from the date of said notice, no per- | This bill proposes to make no gratuity. But that it do pass. 
Ise son or persons shall present it for payment, it | there was no legal right to recover the amount House bill (No. 437) “for the relief of Isaac M. 
06, shall be the duty of the Secretary ofthe Treasury, || levied on the claimant, as it is perfectly clear, | Sigler, of Putnam county, Indiana.” 
c of out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise || from the documents drawn from the Post Office rhe bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
the appropriated, to pay the amount of said certifi- || Department, that the defalcations of the postmas- || House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
. cate, No. 92 ith i ‘ S ny ag 
ob ate, 816, with interest on the same, at the | ter had occurred because of the laches of the House bill (No. 438) “for the relief of John 
rate of three per centum, from January 1, 1791, || Post Office Department itself. This is perfectly 
; 9 ¥ * : Frazer, and the administrator of the estate of 
sec toJanuary 1, 1832, to the heir or heirs-at-law of | clear. No question can be made clearer. At the John -G. Clandenin..dea 1” 
0 said Lieutenant Francis Ware; ided, that be- | ti hat jud : ains C eS: Se eee 
Q, 8 : are; provided, that be- || time that judgment was taken against him, Com- pan 
f 7 ; . , pe The bill having been read, was laid aside to be 
C. ore such payment shall be made, the said heir or |, modore Jones was in the Pacific, engaged in the reported. to the Elanet. With & recommendation 
30, heirs, as the case shall be, shall execute a bond, | service of his country. He left the matter to be o , ; 
aa ; y that it do pass. 
ise payable to the United States, in double the amount || managed by hisattorneys, who placed the defense c 
aid to be paid, with two good and sufficient securities, | on the ground that the action was not brought in House bill (No. 442) “for the relief of Mary 
vet conditioned to indemnify the Government of the | time; and that plea was overruled, and judgment || H. Cushing.’ | : 
se- United States against the legal claim of any person | issued. The bill, which was read, provides that the See- 
the or persons for the payment of said ‘final settle-|| The CHAIRMAN. Is objection withdrawn? || retary of the Interior be authorized and required 
as ment certificate for commutation pay,’ alleged to Mr. JONES. No, sir. to issue to Mary H. Cushing, daughter of John 
tes be lost or destroyed. ‘| Mr. SMITH eens Se Wainwright Cushing, deceased, a soldier of the 
; s Mr. SI , of Virginia. I will add to what ; : 
the The report was then read; and the bill was laid | <P e war of 1812, a warrant for so much military 
alist h ; : has been stated by my colleague, that with the | b ie Geel th id John Wainwright Cush 
8 ms i ——_ to the House, with a recom- | judgment hanging over Commodore Jones, most bod y db entitled te aise: eden, il a 0 
. —s . . 
- ation that it pass. ‘| unjustly and unrighteously rendered, this man Gee. bill seee* ane or on! ha vatiettell' eb mr af 
House bill (No. 429) ‘* for the relief of James || will be ruined before next January; every particle H with a recomamediiitiet thet tt G6 aane uj 
ke apen.”’ || of property that he has will be seized to satisfy | **°US® [a = ~ 
he The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | these claims. I hope the objection will be with- Senate resolution (No. 14) “ authorizing settle- , 
oe place the name of James Capen on the pension | drawn. Let not this man, who is disfigured in || ments under certain mail contracts.”” [Objected : 
roll, and that the said Capen be entitled to receive || his country’s service, be denied justice on this | to by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee.) | 5 
to the sum of eight dollars per month during his | floor. Senate bill (No. 145) ‘for the relief of John ‘ 


natural life, to commence March, 4, 1851. 
It appears from the report in this case that the | 


. 
AN se 


Mr. JONES. I cannot vote for any such bill, | G. Camp.” 
Mr. PARKER. But you can withdraw your | The bill, which was read, provides that the ac- 


z 
4 
a3 


he petitioner served a period of five months and | objection. s : | counting officers of the Treasury be directed to 

us twelve days, and that, including the time spent in || The objection was withdrawn, and the bill was || settle the suspended accounts for mileage of John 
going to and returning from the places of muster, || aid aside to be reported to the House, witha rec- || G. Camp, late marshal for the middle district of 
'¢ served over six months. It also appears that | ommendation that it do pass. Florida, in the same manner that similar accounts 

ph he was draughted fora term of three years’ service, || Mr. PERKINS, of New York. Mr. Chair- || are now settled; provided that the amount therein 

y and owing to the sickness of his father, he was || man, in the case of Senate bill No. 71, ‘‘ for the | charged does not exceed what is now allowed by 
obliged to hirea substitute. There is no satisfac- || relief of Joseph Conder, junior, and John Duff,” law. 


ca ‘ory evidence furnished that the petitioner actually || I objected, and the bill was passed over. | have 


The Committee on the Judiciazy had reported 
served six months, thereby entitling him to be | since read the report, and | am confident that if 


to amend in the seventh line, by striking out the 





on placed on the pension roll under the act of June 7, || the facts stated in it are to be relied on, the bill | words ** therein charged does,”’ and inserting the 
3, 1832, and to receive arrears of pension from March | should pass. I withdraw my objection. word “shall,” and in the eighth line, by striking 

4, 1831, to the present time. ut as he probably || The objection being withdrawn, the bill was || out the word * allowed,” ard inserting the word 
- may have served that length of ' ‘* authorized,’’ so that it would read: 


time, and is now } laid aside to be reported to the House, with a rec- | 
| 


very old and infirm, the committee were of opin- || ommendation that it do pass. \| That the accounting officers of the Treasury be, and 





| 
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they are hereby, directed to settle the suspended accounts 
for mileage of John G. Camp, late marshal for the middle 
district of Florida, in the same manner that similar accounts 
are now settled: Provided, how ever, That the amouat shall 
pot exceed what ia now authorized by law. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. is there a report? 

The CHAIRMAN. There is not. 

Mr. JONES. Then I object. : 

House bill (No. 443) ** vesting the title of the 
United States to certain land in the city of Cin- 
cinnati,”’ 

The bill provides that the title and interest of 
the United States to the unsold land, if there be any, 
in fractional section number eleven, in fractional 
township number four, in fractional range number 
one, of John Cleves Symmes’s purchase of lands, 
within the now State of Ohio, be, and the same 
hereby is, vested in the corporate authorities of the 
city of Cincinnati, and their successors in office, 
and in any other occupants of the samg, in seve- 
ralty, upon payment to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office of the minimum price of land 
subject to entry; provided, that nothing in theact 
shail be so construed as to impair the legal or 
equitable rights of any other person or persons to 
the said land, or to any part thereof. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill (No. 185) *' for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Samuel Prioleau.”’ 

The bill directs the proper acccounting officers of 
the Treasury to pay to the legal representatives 
of Samuel Prioleau, late of Charleston, South 
Carolina, $6,928 60, being in full compensation 
for property taken from said Prioleau, at Charles- 
ton, for the use of the United States, during the 
revolutionary war. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it pass. 


Senate bill (No. 337) ‘for the relief of Eliza 
M. Evans.’’ 

Mr. CRAIGE. Is there a report to this bill? 

Mr. PECKHAM. There isa Senate report. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I wantto know some reason 
why thie interest should be paid. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Because the money was 
advanced to the Government of the United States. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Well, sir, I object. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I hope the gentleman will 
not object. 1 am willing he should move to strike 
out the interest, and when the bill comes to the 
House, let the matter be settled. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Ido not withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

House bill (No. 446) * for the relief of the civil 
township of Marion, in the county of Mercer, 
Ohio.” 

Tie bill, which was read, provides that the 
trustees of the civil township of Marion, in the 
county of Mercer, and State of Ohio, be author- 
ized to select out of the unsold lands of the Uni- 
ted States in said State, one section of land for 
school purposes, in lieu of section sixteen, to 
which said township is entitled by acts of Con- 
gress; and that when the said trustees shall have 
selected said section of land, they shall notify the 
Register of the Land Office in the district in which 
said lands lie, and the same shall be reserved from 
sale, and set apart for the use of schools in suid 
townships. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 447) * for the relief of the legal 
heirs of Benjamin Metoyer.”’ 


The bill provides that Benjamin Metoyer, of | 


Natchitoches parish, Louisiana, be authorized to 
enter for himself and the other heirs of Benjamin 
Metoyer, deceased, as near as may be by legal 
subdivisions, one hundred and twenty-three and 
twelve one hundredths acres of land out of any 
public lands belonging to the United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
mous consent of the committee to offer an amend- 
ment to the bill, and I will now briefly state its 
object. The lands indicated are those which have 
been confirmed to these heirs by act of Congress, 
and because the act of Congress did not author- 
ize the Commissioner of the Land Office to issue 
patents, he feels that he has not the power to do 
eo. The object of the amendment is to authorize 
the Land Office to issue ee for the lands 
which have been confirmed to these heirs by act 
of Congresa. 


- 


THE CON 


I ask the unani- | 


There was no objection; and the amendment 
was read and agreed to; as follows: 
Add: 


And that the Commissioner of the Land Office be author- || of the call to submita motion 


ized to issue to said beirs and jegal representatives patents 
for the lands heretofore confirmed to them by acts of Con- 
gress. 

The bill, as amended, was then laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 248) ** for the relief of William 
Harris, of Georgia.”’ 

‘The bill, which was read, directs the proper ac- 
counting officers of the ‘T'reasury to settle the 
claim of William Harris, of Geogia, and pay him 
for his services in the United States Army in the 
same manner as if he had not deserted therefrom; 
provided, the same shall not exceed the pay and 
emoluments of asergeant of infantry, from April 
18, 1814, to November 25, 1816. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Senate bill (No. 240) * for the relief of James 
Edwards and others.”’ : 

The Secretary of War, by this bill, is directed 
to. ascertain by the best evidence which the nature 
of the case will admit of, the value of the houses 
and other property of James Edwards, of the 
late Edward M. Wanton, and of the late Nehe- 
miah Brush, destroyed at Micanopy, Florida, in 
1836, by order of Lieutenant Colovel B. K. Pierce, 
the commmanding officer of that post, to prevent 
them from falling into the hands of the enemy, 
and that the amount so ascertained be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated; provided, the amounts so to be paid shall 
not exceed $2,482 32 in the case of James Ed- 
wards; $1,812 50 in the case of the late Edward 
M. Wanton; or $800 in the case of the late Ne- 
hemiah Brush. 

The report accompanying the bill having been 
read, the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Senate bill (No. 203) ** forthe relief of Thomas 
Snodgrass.’’ 

The bill was read. It directs that $230 be ap- 
propriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to reimburse to Captain 
Thomas Snodgrass the expenses by him incurred 
for a team,and balance for forage and subsistence 
furnished to his company of volunteers, while 


employed as a guard or escort for a party of em- | 


igrating Cherokees, in 1838; provided nothing 
contained in the act shall be construed to sanction 


any claim of the representatives of Washington | 


Smith upon the United States for the same, or 
any other sum advanced said Snodgrass. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

House bill (No. 448) ** for the relief of William 
H. Weirick.”’ 

The bil! was read. 
War to pay to William H. Weirick, late a sec- 
ond lieutenant in company G, of Colonel J. D. 
Stevenson’s regiment of New York volunteers, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, $576 26, the amount of mileage 
from California to New York, and two months’ 


pay, as paid to the other efficers and soldiers of || 
| said regiment. 


The report of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs was read; and the bill was laid aside to be 
reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 


House bill (No. 469) ‘* granting bounty land to 
Cornelius Coffey.’’ 


Mr. McCULLOCH. 


| tee do now rise. 


The question was put; and there were, ona 


| division—ayes 13, noes 25; no quorum voting. 


{Cries of ** Call the roll!’’) 


The Clerk then commenced the call of the roll, | 


but was interrupted by 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, who said: I am as 
much opposed to adjourning as any member of 
the committee can be, but being satisfied from the 
temper of the House that we shall be able to do 


nothing to-day, I will, if the committee will per- 


mit me, move that the committee do now rise. 
(Cries of * No!” «* No!”’} 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


while the call is proceeding the gentleman cannot 
submit the motion. 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


=== 
| The Clerk resumed the call, but 
| terrupted by 


| is in order at this time, but will not 
| call of the roll is finished. 


| through, and you find the committee 
| quorum, the Chair cannot report them. 


| what effect the motion of the gentleman 


It directs the Secretary of | 


I move that the commit- || 





| 

WAS dgain 4 

Mr. PRESTON, who said: I desire at this . 

» Which | Presume 
be after the 


call of t I would ask the Che; 
if it is in order now to move that the cal iene 
Sus. 


pended, and the committee rise, and the chai,, 
be instructed to report to the House the bills are 
the committee have ordered to be laid asiq on 
reported to the House? © and 
The CHAIRMAN. Ifthereis no ot 
Chair will entertain the motion. 
[Cries of ** Agreed !”’ ** Agreed !?"] 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the roll jg call 


ection, the 


Without 4 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. | insist y 
the roll called through. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 


pon having 
I desire to inquire 
from Ke. 


tucky [Mr. Preston] will have upon the bills hot 


acted upon in committee? 
Mr. PRESTON. They will merely remain 
upon the Calendar. 
Mr. CRAIGE. If the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky prevails, there will not be a quo. 
rum to do business. But, sir, if nobody else ob. 


jects to the motion, | certainly shall not. 


Mr. SMITH. I withdraw my objection, 

Mr. ENGLISH. 1 wish to inquire whether 
by unanimous consent, the gentleman from Tep. 
nessee (Mr. Jones] could withdraw his call for g 
division? If that could be done, it would super: 
sede the necessity for calling the roll, and we could 
go on with the business of the committee, 

Mr. JONES. [tis too late for me to withdray 


the call; a division has actually taken place, and 


no quorum has made its appearance, 

Mr. HOUSTON. It must be perceived by this 
time the impossibility of going again into com. 
mittee, if we now rise. I hope gentlemen wil} 
allow these bills to be reported to the House. 

Mr. SMITH. I have withdrawn my objection, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then there is no objection, 


| These bills can be reported by unanimous con- 
sent, and I hope it will be done. 


The CHAIRMAN. It is the opinion of the 
Chair that the committee has no power to sus 
pend the call of the roll even by unanimous con- 
sent. The rule of the House is positive upon the 
subject. When the committee finds itself without 


| a quorum, the roll must be called. The Chair, 
| however, under the cifcumstances, will entertain 


the motion that the bills which have been |aid 
aside be reported to the House; and then the call 
ef the roll may proceed, and, at the conclusion, 


| the bills may be reported to the House. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That cannot be 


| done, because the call of the roll will show thata 


uorum is not present. " 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee object to the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky? 

Mr. JONES, Certainly not. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will then eo- 


| tertain the motion. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Then we may, by unani- 


| mous consent, dispense with the calling of the 
| roll. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


| the rules of the House positively require that the 
roll shall be called. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understood the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky to dy 
that the committee rise, and report the bills t 
the House. We cannot do one or the other prop 
erly without a quorum; but it seems to me we may 
as well rise as order the bills to be reported. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the motion to rise cannot be made. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, cannot the Chair pul 
the question now that the committee rise and! 
port the bills to the House, and then we can 2? 
back into committee, and finish the call, if «™ 
necessary that it should be finished? I hope thes 
bills will not be left in committee. The Chal 
would expedite the business of the House by p’™ 


| suing some course by which we could have thes 


bills reported. I feel a good deal of golicitude 
about the matter, and I hope the Chair will enter 
tain the motion. ' 
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The CH AIRMAN. The Chair decides that || This is an additional report, which the rules re- 


‘ne motion cannot be made. 

Mr, HOUSTON. 

sawn by unanimous consent ? We are all! anx- 
- that these bills should be reported. 

"TT CH AIRMAN. It cannot. 

Mr. LILLY. ' 

the House, and, by unanimous consent, 
-» into committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 

nail of the roll must proceed. 

The call was then concluded. t 
The committee rose, and the Speaker having 

epmed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Hen- 
4 el reported that the Committee of the Whole 

Saha had sundry bills upon the Private Cal- 

nt under consideration, and having found it- 

gelf without a quorum, had caifsed the roll to be 


nto 


ted. and had directed him to report the facts to 
; “ House with the names of the absentees. 
“The following is the list of absentees. 


yesers. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, 
Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Beil, 
bemnett, Renton, Bissell, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckin- 
lve, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruth 
ers, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cling- 
rs my Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, 
Cumming. Curtis, Cutting, Thowas Davis, Dawson, Dent, 


| 


I would inquire if we cannot go | 


» Wit, Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Dunbar, Dun- | 
De ’ ’ 


wn. Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John 
v Filiott, Ellison, Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Fenton, 
Flagler, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Green, 
Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Hauulton, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, 
Hibbard, Giester, Hill, Hillyer, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, J. 
Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lamb, Lane, 
Latham, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, Lyon, MeDougall, 
Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, May, Mayall, Meacham, 
Middleswarth, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Peekham, Bishop Perkins, 
John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Ready, Reese, Rich- 
ardson, Riddie, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, 
Russell, Sage, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Sim- 
mons, Samael A. Smith, William R. Smith, Suodyrass, 
Sollers. Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex 
der H. Stephens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Start, 

hn J. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout. Tweed, Vail, 


ji 
Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Walsh, Warren, 
Ist 


vel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, 
Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and Zolli- 
coffer. 

The SPEAKER announced that seventy-three 
members, less than a quorum, had answered to 
their names 

Mr. KERR. 
adjourn, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw the motion, and let us adopt some 
method by which we can get these bills out of 
committee. 

Mr. KERR. Very well, I will withdraw the 
motion, if the gentleman thinks he can accomplish 
anything by it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Inow ask the Chair whether 
it is not competent for the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to so amend his report as to 
report to the House the bills which he had been 
ordered so to report? I submit that when bills 
have been laid aside by order of the Committee 


I move that the House do now 


of the Whole to be reported to the House, that it | 


is the duty of the chairman of the committee to 
report them to the House. It is true that when 
the committee rose it had found itself without a 
quorum; but it is also true that these bills were 
ordered to be reported to the House when a quo- 
rum of the committee was present. I ask, there- 
fore, that the report of the chairman of the com- 
mittee may be so amended as to report the bills 
which have been ordered by the Committee of the 
Whole to be reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the Committee of the Whole, when a quorum was 
present, ordered a variety of bills to be reported 
to the House, with a recommendation that they do 


pass. The Chair decides that that report cannot | 


be made under the present circumstances. The 
rule of the House is positive, that when the com- 
mittee finds itself without a quorum, the roll must 
be called, and the chairman must report the ab- 
Sentees to the House. That is the only report 
that can be made. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the precise point to 
which I desire to call the Speaker’s attention. Does 
the fact of a rule of this House devolving on the 
aon of a Committee of the Whole House 
4 © Guty to make a certain report, destroy the or- 
- of the committee, which directs him to report 
t _ bills to the House? It is cumulative, to me 
4 legal expression, and does not preclude the other. 


i] quire if, ona cail of the roll, no quorum be found 
Cannot the call be with- || 


present. The other report is not thereby excluded 
because that was ordered by the committee when 
there was a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will say, in reply, 
that it requires a quorum to do any business. No 
quorum was present in the committee, and that 


fact was reported to the House. The rule pre- 


| scribes that the chairman of a Committee of the 


Whole House, when it finds itself without a quo- 
rum, shall report that fact to the House. ‘The 
Chair has no doubt that when there was a quorem 
a Committee of the Whole House did order cer- 
tai bills to be reported to the House; but it re- 
quires & quorum of the committee, as well as of 
the House, to do business. The report cannot be 
made, in the opinion of the Charr. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There isa right 
way to do business, and it is within our power to 
doso. If gentlemen order acall of the House, and 
bring absent members here, we can do business, 
and do it correctly. 

The SPEAKER. Thedecision of the Chair is 
based on the idea that a quorum is necessary for 
the discharge of any business in a Committe of 
the Whole House. Without a quorum no busi- 
ness can be done. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not want the Chair or 
anybody else, to be under the impression that I 
hold the opinion that either the House itself or a 
Committee of the Wholecan do business without 
aquorum. Alll asked was, that business already 
transacted in a Committee of the Whole House 
should be presented tothe House. ‘To do that no 
quorum is necessary. ‘The chairman does that. 
It is his own act, and he only does as he was or- 
dered to do by the committee when there was a 
quorum. 

Mr. McNAIR. Howis this report to be made 
if it cannot be made now? By whom is it to be 
made, and when? 

The SPEAKER. Bya call of the House, and 
the gentleman has a plain answer. 

Mr. SKELTON. Letusadjourn. This business 
can be done ina very few minutes on Monday. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If it goes over to 

| Monday it will not be touched at all in all proba- 
bility. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I would inquire of the Chair 


whether, if the House now resolve itself into a | 


Committee of the Whole Hoase, it would not be 
competent to report to the House the bills acted on 
to-day in committee? 

The SPEAKER. If by any test made, it is 
| shown that a quorum is present, it is competent 
for the House to go into a Committee of the 

W hole House and do business; but without a quo- 

rum no business can be done. 

{Cries of let us have a call of the House !] 
Mr. JONES. 1 move that therebea call of the 

House. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. If the House 


now adjourn, in what condition shall we leave 
these bilis? 


The SPEAKER. In statu quo. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. if the House now 
adjourn, can the chairman of a Committee of the 
W hole House report these bills to the House when 
a quorum may be present? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, un- 
less, indeed, the House shail resolve itself intoa 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. ROWE. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. HENN. I hope the gentleman from New 
York will withdraw the motion for a moment, in 
order to allow me to ask the Chair a question. 

Mr. ROWE. I will withdraw it. 

Mr. HENN. 


| it will be in order on Monday to go into a Com- 
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I wish to ask the Chair whether | 


mittee of the Whole House, and if so, if we can- | 


not go right into the House again and act upon 
the bills reported by the committees? 
Mr. HOUSTON. There is already a motion 


next Monday, and which will take precedence of 
everything else. 


Mr. SPEAKER. In answer to the gentleman 

| from lowa, [Mr. Hewn,] the Chair will say, that 
there are various motions that may be made which 

| will take precedence of the motion he suggests. It 


| is competent for a majority of the House to set 
\' aside those various motions, and go into a Com- 


pending to suspend the rules, which comes up on | 


| third vote. 


Is7t 


mittee of the Whole House upon the Private Cal- 
endar, and when they have done so, having a ma- 


jority, they may report their action to the House, 


but not without a majority. According to the re- 
port of the chairman, there is no quoram present 
that can do business, as there are only seventy-two 
gentlemen present. ; : 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to make a suggestion 
to the Chair. It seemsto me that the labor that 
has been performed here to-day wil! not be lost. 
On Monday, if there should be a desire on the 
part of the House, a resolution can be introduced, 
directing the chairman of a Committee of the 
Whole House to report the action of to-day up to 
the time that the committee found itself without 
a quorum. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair again repeats 
that it is nut competent fer a Committee of the 
Whole House, or the House, to do business 
without a quorum. I[t may be, and the Crair has 
no doubt such is the fact, that a majority being 
present, the committee did order various bills to 
be reported. But, finally, the committee was 
found to be without a quorum, and, under a 
special rule, the chairman of the committee was 
bound, even if there was a unanimous wish to the 
contrary, to report that fact to the House. That 
fact is reported. Seventy-two members only are 
present, and the Chair decides that no business 
can be done when there is less than a quorum 
present. It is competent for the House on Mon- 
day, or any other day, when they have a majority, 
if it be their will, to reach the object, by going 
into a Committee of the Whole House, and re- 
porting their proceedings of to-day. ‘There can be 
no difficulty about it, if gentlemen will only give 
their consent to this course. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that this House do 
now adjourn, for the purpose of taking action 
upon these bills on Monday. 

Mr. McNAIR demanded tellers; which were 
ordered ; and Messrs. McNair and AppLeTon 
were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 29, noes 43. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


The.question recurred on Mr. Jowes’s motion for 
a call of the House; which was aereed to. 

The roll was called, and the following members 
failed to answer to their names : 


Messrs. Aiken, JamesC. Allen, Willis Allen, Ache, David 
J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Banks, Barksdale, 
Barry, Bell, Bennett, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Bocock, 
joyce, Breckiuridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Campbell, 
Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chase, Chastain, Chiis- 
man, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Colquitt, Conk, Cor- 
win, Cox, Cullom, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas 
Davis, Dawson, Dent, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Dis- 
ney, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edosands, 
Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Etliou, Ellison, 
Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Parley, Fenton, Flagler, 
Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode Goodrich, 
Green, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan. Samp- 
son W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Hib- 
bard, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Hunt, Ingersoll, Daniel T. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lamb, 
Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lindley, Lindsley, Lyon, MceDou- 
gail, Mace, Matieson, Maurice, May, Meacham, Middle- 
swarth, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Norton, Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Peckham, 
Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, 
Ready, Reese, Richardson, !'iddle, David Ritchie, Thomas 
Ritchey, Rogers, Russell, Sa. , Seward, Seymour, Shower, 
Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, William 
R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Stranb, 
John J. Taylor, Tracy, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, 
Walker, Walley, Walsh, Warren, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
John Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, 
Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 


Mr. KNOX. 
adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. On that motion I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Kwox’s mo- 
tion was not agreed to. — 

Mr. McMULLIN. I presume that there can 
be no difficulty on Monday next of getting all 
these bills on the Private Calendar, that have been 
ordered to be reported to the House passed. In 
that view, | move to dispense with the further call 
of the House, with the intention of moving to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Will it not require a two- 
third vote to proceed to the consideration of the 
Private Calendar on Monday? 

The SPEAKER. It may not require a two- 
There are various other matters that 


1 move that the House do now 
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may come up which would take precedence of | 
the motion to go into a Committee of the Whole || 


House onthe Private Calendar. It will bein the 
ower of a majority of the House, however, on 
Monday to vote all other motions down, and re- 
solve to go into aCommittee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Cannot the House 
on Monday agree to a motion to discharge the 
committee from the further consideration of such 
of the bills as have been ordered to be reported to 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. 
done. 

Mr. JONES. And if it be objected to? 

The SPEAKER. If objected wo, two thirds of 
the members present can order it. 

Mr. JONES. Can order the committee to be 
discharged from the further consideration of these 
bills, and to bring them into the House? 

The SPEAKER. No doubt of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But there is already a mo- 
tion pending to suspend the rules on Monday. 

Mr. JONES. That will not consume all the 


If not objected to, it can be 


day. 

Rr. HOUSTON. There is no foretelling how 
long it may take. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 

Mr. JONES. 
the rules for? 

Mr. FLORENCE. For the purpose of con- 
sidering Mr. Copsp’s suggestion abotit graduating 
the public Jands, or some such thing. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Cons can withdraw that 
motion ull this matter is disposed of. 

{Cries of ** Question!’’ * Question!’’} 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion submitied by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. McMutuin,] to dispense with all further 
proceedings under the call. 


It may take all day. 
What is the motion to suspend 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would like, | 


before voting on that motion, to ask a question 
from the Chair. I want myself to see these pri- 
vate bills passed, but before voting on the ques- 
tion to dispense with all further proceedings under 
the call, | want to know if a majority of the 


Heuse can, on Monday next, proceed to the con- | 


sideration of these bills ? 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. They can do so if no 
objection be made. 


ir. WASHBURNE. Of course they can; 


but | want to know whether they can do so even | 


though objection be made? I want to know 


whether it is within the control of a majority of 


the House? 

The SPEAKER, If the gentlemen will allow 
the Chair, he will state that there is a motion 
wre to suspend the rules, holding over from 

onday last, and that will be the first business in 
order next Monday. 

Mr. COBB. I made the motion to suspend the 
rules, to which the Speaker has devel and it 
necessarily comes next Monday as the first 
business in order. 


then 


The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) By unani- || 


mous consent only. 
Mr. COBB. I will be perfectly willing to with- 


draw the motion on Monday until the House has | 
taken action upon these bills, if it is competent to | 
do so, and I do not thereby lose my right to have | 


it considered afterwards. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 


bama will have no control over his motion except | 
to withdraw it, or to have a vote of the House | 


u 
weed inquire of the Chair | 
if it would be competent for me to waive the right | 
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gentleman from Virginia. I hope the Hous 
carry it out and now adjourn. I make that mo- 
tion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
that messengers have been sent out to the resi- 
dences of different members, and without doubt, 
we will, in a few moments, have a quorum here. 

The question was put on the motion to adjourn, 
and twenty-eight members only voted in favor 
thereof. 

So the House refused to adjourn 

Mr. HENN. 
ter? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HENN. 
cuse any one who is brought in. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the absentees. 
for the purpose of enabling excuses to be offered. 

James C. Atten. No excuse offered. 

Wiis Atien. No excuse offered. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 would like to in- 
quire of the Chair if there is any specific fine im- 
posed upon gentlemen who are absent? 

The SPEAKER. 
termined by the House itseif. 
by any existing law. 

Wititiam S. Asue. No excuse offered. 

Davin J. Bautey. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas H. Bayty. No excuse offered. 

Epwarp Ba.t. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to say, in 
behalf of my colleague, that he is sick. I move 
he be excused. 

[Cries of ** No!’’ ** No!” 

Mr. TAYLOR. He is sick, and if he is not 
excused I shall vote against excusing any oneelse. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Nartuaniet P. Banks. No excuse offered. 

Wituiam Barkspaue. No excuse offered. 

WiruiaM S. Barry. No excuse offered. 

P. H. Bett. No excuse offered. 

Henry Bennett. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas H. Benton. No excuse offered. 

Wiriiam H. Bisseve. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Every one knows that Mr. 
Bissevx has been sick for a long time. I move 
that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Georce Buss. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas 8S. Bocockx. No excuse offered. 

Wititram W. Boyce. No excuse offered. 

Joun C. Breckinrwiwce. No excuse offered. 

Samuet A. Brinces. No excuse offered. 

Preston S. Brooks. 

Mr. McQUEEN. My colleague, Mr. Brooks, 
left the city some two dayssince, with his mother, 
fora short tour. He is expected back by Mon- 
day, at latest. I move that he be excused. 

Che motion was agreed to. 

Ropert M. Buce. No excuse offered. 

Lewis D. Campspe.t_. No excuse offered. 

Davis Carpenter. No excuse offered. 

Samvuet Carutuers. No excuse offered. 

Joserpu R. Cnanpier. No excuse offered. 

Gerorce W.Cuase. No excuse offered. 

Evryvan W. Cuastain. No excuse offered. 

James S. Curisman. No excuse offered. 


It is not 


It is not regulated 


Samvet Ciark. No excuse offered. 
Tuomas L. Ciiveman. . No excuse offered. 
Aurrep H. Corauirr. No excuse offered. 
Joun P. Coox. No excuse offered. 

Moses B. Corwin. No excuse offered. 
Leanpver M. Cox. No excuse offered. 
Wirttram Cuttom. No excuse offered. 
Tromas W. Cummine. No excuse offered. 


oneeeagaanlie Toll 
e will | 
| tion. 


I would say to the House | 


Is it in order to debate this mat- | 


1 hope the House will not ex- | 


| unwell for the last two days. 
| ing, and he complained very 
| be present. 


| mony to the fact that Mr. Exuiorr is 
_ be present on account of severe illness, 


That is a matter to be de- | 


|| Josuva R. Gippines. 
WiuuraMm M. Cunurcuwe tu. No excuse offered. || 


July 22, 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I withdraw the 


Wiriiam Dunpar. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
House is well aware that Mr. Dr 
sick for several weeks. I move 
cused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Crrvus L. Dunnam. No excuse offered 

Ben C. Eastman.- No excuse offered 

Norman Eppy. No excuse offered. _ 

J. Witey Epmanps. No excuse offered 

Henry A. Epmunpson. No excuse offered 

Tuomas D. Exror. No excuse offered. 

Joun M. Exuiorrt. ; 

Mr.McMULLIN. Mr. Extiorr has been ve 


1 saw him last even: 
much. He cannot 


The SPEAKER. The Chair can bear testi- 
unable to 


I presume the 
NBAR has b 
that he be ex. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I move that he be excused 
The motion was agreed to. ; 
Anprew Exuison. No excuse offered, 
Emerson ErueripGe. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. | presume that 
the House is generally aware of the affliction 
which has called my colleague from this city to 
his home; and I move that he be excused, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I move that my col- 
league, Mr. Dunnam, be excused. If he is not 
sick now, I presume that he expects to be 
{Laughter.] That is as good an excuse as has 
been offered yet. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to excuse Mr. Dunnam. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. For thesame reason 
I move that my other colleague, Mr. Eppy, be 
excused. 

Mr. HOUSTON. For what reason? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. For the reason that 
if he is not sick he expects to be. [Laughter.] 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to excuse Mr. Enpy. 

WituiaM Evernart. No excuse offered. 

Prestey Ewinc. No excuse offered. 

E. Witper Farey. No excuse offered. 

Revsen E. Fenton. No excuse offered, 

Tuomas T. FLaGcier. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move that Mr. Fracter 
be excused. He left the Hall to-day on account 

| of ill health. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. Therule requires the doors to be closed, but 
not the windows. It is a very warm day, and yet 
not only the doors but the windows are all closed, 
I trust the Speaker will order the Doorkeeper to 
open the windows, so that we may have some air. 

The SPEAKER. The Doorkeeper will consult 


|| the comfort of members so far as he can under 


the rules. 
| Tuomas J. D. Fuizrer. 
James GAMBLE. 


No excuse offered. 
No excuse offered. 

No excuse offered. 
WixuraM O. Goope. No excuse offered: 
Joun L. Goopricu. No excuse offered. 
Frepverick W. Green. No excuse offered. 
Ben Epwarps Grey. No excuse offered. 
Ga.usua A. Grow. No excuse offered. 
Wiruiam T. Hamintron. 

Mr. HENN. | move that Mr. Hammon be 


! 


| excused. He is athome, in Maryland, very sick. 


The motion was agreed to. 


upon it. It will be competent for the House after || Cartron B. Curtis. No excuse offered. 
disposing of that, and some other questions which || Francis B. Currine. No excuse offered. 
may arise taking precedence of the motion, to go | Tuomas Davis. No excuse offered. 
into a Committee of the Whole on the Private 


|| Joun L. Dawson. No excuse offered. 
Calendar; and they can go into the Committee of || Waittiam B. W. Dent. No exeuse offered. 
the Whole House by a majority vote. | 

| 


Anprew J. Haran. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to state 
| that he saw Mr. Harwan yesterday evening, an 
| that he was quite unwell. In the opinion of the 
|| Chair he ought to be excused. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move that he be excused. 
The motion was agreed to. 

Sampson W. Harris. : 
Mr. DOWDELL. Mr. Harris has been sick 


Atexanper De Wirt. No excuse offered. 
Mr. McNAIR. n that report be ordered to Joun Diex. No excuse offered. | 


| Epwarp Dickinson. No excuse offered. 
Davin T. Disney. No excuse offered. 
| Aveustus Daun. | 


be made by a majority? 
The SPEAKER. There is no doubt about it, n 
if there is a majority of the House present; if not for two or three weeks, and has not been in the 
they cannot. | Mr. LILLY. Mr. Drom left the city some || House for two or three days. It is my opi 
Mr. HUGHES. There are seventy gentlemen || two weeks ago, and has not yet returned. I move || ion that he is absent on account of sickness. 
here, which is a sufficient guarantee, a a full || that he be excused. | move that he be excused. 
i 


House will come to a sensible conclusion, in re- The motion was agreed to. The motion was agreed to. 

gard to these private bills, without asking gentle- Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I move that Mr. Dent Wuey P. Harris. No excuse offered. 
men to remain here now to pass them. Trusting || be excused. Hethas been unwel|-—— Joun Scorr Harrison. No excuse offered. 
— relying entirely upon the good sense of the | The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- Georee Hastings. 


1 shall. vote.for. the. proposition of the! gia{Mr. Denv] isin his seat. [Great laughter.] || Mr: HUGHES. My colleague is out of the 





